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Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place,
where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en
Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with
earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from
the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and
said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the
Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and
they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times
greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..Then the prince rose to
him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour;
and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he
deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine
hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O
King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid
up for thee.".? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept
and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man,
"there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he,
"Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an
intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the
people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to
herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".30. Isaac
of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret
things,) that.When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding
nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to
the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw
a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they
talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of
what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion.
As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her
from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with
herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not
thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of
the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to
her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea,
me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am
come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines
nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would
well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and
thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's
Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.A certain king sat one day on the roof of his
palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace,
a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy
servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately
enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter
and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city
in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth
one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed
his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For
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that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the
thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death.
As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the
sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength,
said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the
water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..One day, as the
[chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the
painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare
piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both
sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the
breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and
told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the
Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the
couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the
Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the
circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of
my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth
to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy
charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.Then
he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to
this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and
she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to
speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost
of munificence..When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself
before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier.
"Know, O puissant king, that.? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky was by the sweet of our foregathering And not a helper there remained to disuniting
Fate,.By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love!
And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Hardly had we settled
ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath
any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when
they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were
uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto
God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.The merchant believed her and she took leave
of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should
win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and
going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated
him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my
lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the
pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it
seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower
precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her
away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.79. Khusrau and
Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..Fair patience use, for ease still
followeth after stress, iii. 117..Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she
kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice
among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make
Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade
her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer
were confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down
(133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..So they
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ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that
other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es
Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural]
fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear
lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth
Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I
am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her
father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that
which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..They lighted down without the place and when they
arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of
suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people
and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of
departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.Awaken, O ye
sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again
through a Dream cccli.FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose
Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses
thereanent..Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and
established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in
his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath
spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do,
whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark
one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a
just opinion of his skill..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..? ? ? ? ? I'm
the keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.?STORY OF THE
LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched
himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after
which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess
saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad
answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The
Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet
el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".When she had made an end of
her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and
breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and
said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy
requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then
he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not
over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh
hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her
stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly,
he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's
Story dccccxxxiv.He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own
good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and
there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more
extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to
exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High
grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom
be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my
commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and
kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths,
worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and
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kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may
hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute,
improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.On this wise they abode a long while till
one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out
great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him
about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he
would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.When the morning morrowed, he
recited the following verses:.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in
vain for succour I implore..By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre
appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and
passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel
again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad,
[intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of
like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous
case..Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I
pray..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my
wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy
dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God
amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's
leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and
him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.? ? ? ? ? x. The
Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.16. The Fox and the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I
have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..Destiny, Of, i. 136..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.Then they
returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with
her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.?THE
THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..The Seventeenth Night of the Month..Peace on you, people of
my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me
for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..163.
Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccccxl.27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his
Slave-girl ccxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to
friend..Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224.."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who
entered, saying:.When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house
and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the
ensuing day..When the king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on
life. So he bade him go away to his house..At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177)
and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door
on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and
went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty
gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the
reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the
Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite
thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men,
wherefore praise be to God!.When it was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said,
"God advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So
Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth!
Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king,"
answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment
for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of
affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king.
"O king," answered the youth,.Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so,
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when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding
it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with
it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon
they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit
thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright
and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story.
So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat
down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought
it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him,
"Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect,
"Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for
sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154)
wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old
man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".A friend of mine once invited me to an
entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of
gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been
used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126)
Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that
happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but
he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between
me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing
ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all
my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree;
and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her
husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted
her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and
thrice..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..The Seventh
Night of the Month..Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183.
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