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One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab

encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a

man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that

might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which

no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her

husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and

this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell

it thee.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and

drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my

lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time

for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then

she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..117.

The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew

him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his

father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them

of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most

magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..I seated myself amiddleward the

saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their

waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third

stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was,

and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent

knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently

returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the

new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked

up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of

hues with whose goodliness none may compare..All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are

far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you present!.Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous

Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..?STORY OF

THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O

youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and

won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El

Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and

found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came

before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence

comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I

return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with

thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin

quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till

he came to the king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion

wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around

him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and

Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that

she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not

to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted

be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.'

His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque

and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and

assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left
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her..Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events;

for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is

this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor,

possessing not a single dirhem.".She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged

aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I

was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid.

Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the

mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had

squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew

not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of

the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be

sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to

thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my

lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if

my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what

was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.There was once, in

the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her

from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to

the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a

weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..Now

there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she

said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this,

he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a

venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed;

whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and

rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels [and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the

stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the

King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben

Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and

the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head

of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the

tables abode spread for the space of ten days..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy

possession and thy love a law of right..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise

say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it

behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the

king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that

have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king,"

continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and

indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make

me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of

this dispensation]. (168).Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was

Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace,

pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw

the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals

that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said,

'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace,

spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I

conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth

Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the

following verses:.Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she
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would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the

Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O

accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the

night..No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's

heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost

wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again

presented himself before the king.].? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.So saying,

he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which

had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the

king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days!

Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the

Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and

valour shineth from between his eyes.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.He gained him wealth and returning to his native land,

after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a

wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her

charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her

favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It

is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I

desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan

Night ccxlix.?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time

his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do

I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail

and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the

winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was

sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this

wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is

all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he

should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth

thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains

refused her admission, until they should have gotten her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had

somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord,"

answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy

safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not

remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him

who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my

native land and left my people and my home and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for

all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after

which I set out for the land of Yemen.".73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl

dclxxxv.Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii.

132..Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and

took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the

thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil

shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite

off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of

Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take

up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..? ? ? ? ? Your image midst

mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in

the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much

people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation

that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth
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before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes,"

answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and

he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without

fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath

been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE

SAILOR..51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez

Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the

night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool

looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon

whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be

delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this

fellow and crucify him without the city.'.Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii.

55..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my

lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held

back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me,

saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth,

whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El

Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is

well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for

himself..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye,"

quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for

your sake wax on me night and day..8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute

from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she

came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of

the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and

Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her

chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following verses:.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants

of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed

with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his

inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son

who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were

accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the

moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of

Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or

gainsaying..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they

were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered

they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be

saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except

the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved

from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in

himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers

lied.'.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.It

chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so

they joined battle with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow,

when he opened his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a

treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that

[the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast

wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried

the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that

he needed, and they fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered
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it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its

purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her

return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters

profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.Accordingly, the servant carried

this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the

servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the

drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee

to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from

her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in

fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world.

Amen.".? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is

forspent..Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for

many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy

permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was

exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the

affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us

out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was

invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which

he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had

wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and

drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen

of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for

certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out

and kept his eye on the Jew..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in

vain..Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He

opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This

fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang

up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my

dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms

one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.Cairo (The

Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with sufferance in vain;

Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..Then Mesrour carried her to the

other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady

Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay

her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth

him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).The

news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her;

so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of

her father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his

treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest

of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have

patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what

lacked of the dowry].."When I [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen

me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my

friends], there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The

Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him.

He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish

for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of

Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him,
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"I have skilfully contrived the affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper

and bespeak him of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman,

to get mended, and she took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and

demand of me the turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to

the draper's shop and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the

other said, "Knowest thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58)

and it befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and

went away with it; and I know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and

marvelled at the story of the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.? ? ? ? ?

Peace on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of

Honey dlxxxii.Conclusion..? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..When her people

arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me.

Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the

dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the

howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding,

an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode

pondering the affair..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst

them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and

there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate

God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on

horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the

heart of his grandfather..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and

touching it, sang the following verses:.Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.O son of Simeon, give

no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been

neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the

kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this

exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths,

who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow;

for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and

when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes

and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to his

tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused them

limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen them of perils and

afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is

this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".? ? ? ? ? How

many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a

thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and

when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he

came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not

do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and

spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had

he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee."

But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.When the king heard his speech,

he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of

their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude

and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must

death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the

morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".Then they brought the raft

before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and

annies-curse.pdf

Page 6/10



Annies Curse

crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should

covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I

called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and

the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me

friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting

myself by viewing them..King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was

edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O

Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached

me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of

mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it

was as follows. (153).Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had

beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's

repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben

[Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten

possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will

make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the

tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..? ? ?

? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.When the morning morrowed, the draper

went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and

heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she supposed) on

account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by

thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this

be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from

thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to the young man and told him

what had passed..Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following

verses:.Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of

the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young

man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that

[which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me

abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to

entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that

which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her

to thee, may God bless thee in her.".So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me,

"Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy

friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of

wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend,

break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went

away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon

quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang

three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the

season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and

kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh

and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there

came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now

she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the

Parrot xiv.[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh

Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for

Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of

concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is

nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder
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accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of

the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance;

else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will

be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine;

contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no

house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).Love to its victim clings without

relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.Then the Khalif went forth and bade

decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were

spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof

till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".? ? ? ? ?

Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.So the vizier returned to the king and said to

him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel

should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had

taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the

king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..He returned

them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there;

and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of

knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had

required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than

yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and

jewels..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was

obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man

and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go,

fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her

and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding

love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not

thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee

right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so."
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