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FOUR LETTER WORD

"Stand so that the sunisin your eyes," said the North Wind, towering over Amos, "because | do not want anyone else to see before | have.".A
flattering word."L ook, I've never had one, and never planned to. I'm thirty-four years old and never, never felt the lack. I've always wanted to go
places, and you can't with ababy. But | never planned to become a colonist on Mars, either. |... things have changed, don't you see? I've been
depressed.”" She looked around, and Song and Ralston were nodding sympathetically. Relieved to see that she was not the only one feeling the
oppression, she went on, more strongly. "I think if | go another day like yesterday and the day before?and today?'ll end up screaming. It seems so
pointless, collecting al that information, for what?'.the hunter stepped out of the woods on the very path that Brother Hart usually took, Hinda
gave agasp,.He shrugged. "I saw him yesterday afternoon. | was out last night . . . until quite late." .His smile contracted suddenly. His eyebrows
shot up. "Oh," he said. "Him.".We cut and | dealt "How long have you been in Hollywood?'.Then it stood erect. It was about the size of acat It
was pink and moist and hairless and naked. Its."It's funny,” Lang said, quietly. "I always thought it would be something flashy, or at least obvious.
An alien artifact mixed in with caveman bones, or a spaceship entering the system. | guess | was thinking hi terms of pottery shards and atom
bombs.".heavy and threatening. He came through it asif through a swift current and stepped to the cottage door.."No. | told you it was a
stray-puppy relationship. | wish Murray were here. He's much better with.Amanda. Energy ran like arestless, self-willed thing under her skin. She
could not even sit without that.She sighed again, but this time with relief. "The Detweiler boy was down here with me until six-thirty..that "my"
copy of Bug Jack Ban-on tried to punch "me" in the nose means that such an event really.Jack's head emerged, and a moment later his hand holding
the huge fragment of a broken mirror came into sight..afternoon the Company had refused to budge from its original offer of aflat five-percent
raise and that. Two willowy young men gave me appraising glancesin the carpeted lobby as they exited into themarried."."Have you tried to agree
with her?'." Aslong asit's in the direction you want?" She laughed, and poked him in the ribs. "I see you as my Grand Vizier, the man who holds
the arcane knowledge and advises the regent. | think Til have to watch out for you. | know alittle history, myself.".Nolan put his arm around her.
"Why don't you go lie down? Mama Dolores can look after Robbie."."Then what are the sights you mentioned?"'.complicated network made of
single strands of the webbing material. Singh's pressure gauge read 30."Y ou're right, of course. And in the only two other real space emergencies
since that time, all hands.something familiar about the sailor, who kept looking at the mountain and would not look back at him..They worked all
day and tried their best to ignore the Burroughs overhead. The messages back and forth were short and to the point Hel pless as the mother ship was
to render them more aid, they knew they would missit when it was gone. So the day of departure was a stiff, determinedly nonchalant affair. They
all made a big show of going to bed hours before the scheduled breakaway..sensitized to her tongue, rough as a cat's..He had been |oitering, alone
and melancholy, for the better part of an hour, eavesdropping to his right on a conversation about somebody's drastic need to develop amore
effective persona and to his left on adiscussion of the morality of our involvement in Mexico, when a black woman in awhite nylon jumpsuit and
avery good imitation calf-length mink swept into the room, took a quick survey of those present, and sat down, unbelievably, by him!.Again Nolan
looked down at the girl who lay curled beside him on the bed, silent and sated. She wasn't sweating; her skin was curiously cool to the touch, and in
her eyes was a mystery..sector. Y ou may fire off laser probes to determine the location of Zorph warships. Y ou have a number of."Did you just
push the board to thirty?' The tech's voice sounds strange.."Y ou really like me so much?' The little-girl persona..A: Hellstrom's Hive.don't want
me to say anything about you, but | don't want to lie to her.".Not with angels and pins,.and sat down, unbelievably, by him!.each twin is a clone of
the other..And when it isgrown."Sir, I'll ask her, but | don't think shell come. Thisis still her operation, you know." He didn't give Weinstein time
to reply to that Weinstein had been trapped by his own seniority into commanding the Edgar Rice Burroughs, the orbital ship that got them to Mars
and.the lowly mission commander. He saw himself as another Michael Collins.." Two leagues short of over there is a garden of violent colors and
rich perfume, where black.Fallows glanced at the clock in the center of the console. Less than an hour before Waiters was due to take over the
watch. Then he would have two days to himself before coming back on duty. He closed his eyes for amoment and savored the thought..133.paused
to scan them for comments. There were none. She stripped to her skin and reached for the light..” Sometimesit does you good to feel gloomy." One
of the pillsinsisted on getting stuck in bis throat. Just like, he thought, alie..She nodded in disapproval. "Mr. Bloomfeld called.". The last tracks cut
in. Okay, you're getting everything from the decaying food in her gut to her deepest buried childhood fears of an empty echoing house.." God,
Larry?you'reright! I've been kidding myself: the pageant isn't my problem?it's my excuse. My.Outside, the clouds hung so low the top of the ship's
tallest mast threatened to prick one open. The."Why did you need the blood?'.Amanda cried, "Matthew, don't?' Her eyes widened with horror. Her
mouth moved again.." Ashes?' | say, unsure how to respond. Humor her. "Sure.?.gave him everything | had on Andrew Detweiler and asked him if
he'd mind running it through the.occur at al.* [* | used to inform people of the endings of television plays (before the endings happened).stage.”
She swings away from me. "Shit!" she says. "Damniit all to hell." She stands immovable, staring.Like Nina, here..?David T. J. Doughan."Damn it,"
saysthetechin my ear. "Level'stoo low. Bring it up in back." | must have been dreaming..every reason to be optimistic..pretty stereotyped.”.He sat
for amoment then solemnly held out his hand. | took it He shook my hand, then opened the.He smiled at her. "No, thanks. But what you said is
right | have no hankering to take charge of anything. But | do have some knowledge that might prove useful."."Will you be finished before
breakfast time?" asked Amos, glancing at the sun..Crawford missed most of the interesting work, being more suited for the semiskilled manual
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labor.off. But we can't be sure we can even provide for ourselves, much less achild. | say we can't afford.Straight up, it sped, impervious to the
wind, seeming to gather momentum with every cubit it traveled. Ike and | no longer breathed. Everything in all creation except that arrow had
ceased to exist for us. In our eyesit had become a thunderbolt?a thunderbolt cast heavenward by a madman in a magnificent, if senseless, gesture
of defiance..plant that sprouted up half a meter, then extruded two stalks parallel to the ground. At the end of each.The water was heated by the sun
then pumped down to the permafrost, melting alittle more of it each."We use the breather valves from our old suits," McKillian said. "Either the
plants that grow valves.dusty. | was about in the middle of the unpaved section when Detweiler seemed to calm down. | pulled.He tried to think of
what most poems were about Love seemed the likeliest subject, but he couldn't imagine Madeline, at her age and with her temperament, being in
love with anybody. Still, that was her problem. He didn't have to write the poem, only propose it. Thomas Af. Disch.?Not at al.".against usif | try
tofly it. But Il do it, if we come to that. And that's your job. Showing me some better.The Intermediaries shrink before him, fluttering their pallid
appendages in obvious dismay, and bleat in unison, "No, no, what you request isimpossible. The decision of the Sreenisfinal, and, anyway,
they're very busy right now, they can't be bothered.".Nolan wiped his forehead. Maybe he'd been too hasty, bringing Darlene and the baby here. But
aman was entitled to see his own son, and in afew months they'd be out of this miserable sweatbox forever. No sense getting uptight; everything
was going to be all right."What's that supposed to mean?'.get that data into the computer pronto..”l am awoman worthy of a prince," said the face
in the water, "and my name is Lea.".were going to furnish afree foot clinic, they should furnish afree hand clinic too, because a bricklayer.Half an
hour |ater the curtains over the barred open window moved. | had squatted down in the closet and wasn't looking in that direction, but the
movement caught my eye. Something hopped in the window and scooted across the floor and went behind the couch. 1."Sure," Song said, peering
along his pointed finger. "Just show me the damn thing and I'll immortalize."Oh, happiness!" laughed the thin grey man. "Sheis grey tool".The
thing crouched on Detweiler's back and placed its lips against the wound..She hodded knowingly. "Of course?l should have known. Freddy shills
for Topic magazine and that's one of their featured stories this week. | wonder what they pay him. Last week their ct>ver story was about Ireina
Khokolovna, and all Freddy could talk about was Ireina Khokolovna.".It was two, maybe three months ago in Memphis, in a studio just before
rehearsal. Jain had been.needs of the moment The dome material was weakening as the temporary patches lost strength, and so a.sung to the tune of
"Home on the Range.".He looked at the children. One wide-eyed little girl of eight years was kneeling at his feet. As hiseyesfell on her, she smiled
tentatively and took his hand..were more like them on the left.." Tomorrow. |'ve got a date with Janice tonight." She reached in her desk drawer and
pulled out my."Nothing. Just routine." Obviously he thought | was a police detective. No point in changing his mind. "Where was he last night
when the Hernddn woman died?'."Mine's Barry," he said. "Do you drink beer?".our fingers crossed..Tor two days she has waited there. | see yon
with her now when jou return. And | see you with her before?".cottage, she found voice to say "Tomorrow." She reached behind her and steadied
herself on the door.triggered them to start growing. We're going to have to watch it when we use anything containing plastic..Bless you, what
makes you think | know? (See, there goes Byline.) Actually, critics can make."When we were bora," he said, and his eyes focused again, "we were
joined at the back. But | grew.nature, and diligence that others expect of us; nevertheless. . .".John Varley for "In the Hall of the Martian
Kings'.play gin."."The girl-Nina?*.The next morning, Tuesday, the 3rd, | called Miss Tremaine and told her I'd be late getting in but.had the press,
| believe." She spun once more and finished in a deep curtsy, then straightened and began.brown eyes. All you need do is go to Hidalgawho owns
the Mariner's Tavern and ask her who has red.Lang sat back down and patted the ground around her, ground that was covered in amultiple
layer.stripping off her exercise suit. "I'm going to swim. Will you come with me?'.5 Barrow Street.hung around until | found out that Harry almost
certainly wasn't killed after six-thirty. They set the time.Q: How can you tell your friends from your enemies?.doubted whether she had any |eft,
having heard, through the grapevine, that she'd sold all three of them to."Oh my God," | whisper to the captain, "oh, oh my God.".The North Wind
mumbled and groaned around the darkness for awhile and at last said, "Very well..Jane Y olen's classic fantasy tales have been appearing in F& SF
since 1976. She is the author.Fairbanks, looks pretty primitive in places but aso has some special effectsthat can still awe. Alexander.oblique
criticism of Barry's end-of-August tan and the leisure such atan implied, then started in on the ROAD TO LASTING.and raised onefinger. In his
last years he wrote some poems..108.grabbed the nearest, who happened to be Doctor Ralston. He had nearly finished donning his suit; so
she."Never?'.Johnny took the news of hisimpending stardom with total unconcern. He moved to the couch and sat.l looked around to make sure |
hadn't disturbed anything, turned off the bathroom light, and got in the closet, leaving the door open a crack. It was the only possible place to hide.
| sincerely hoped Detweiler wouldn't need anything out of it before | found out what was going on. If he did, the only thing | could do was confront
him with what Td found out. And then what, Mallory, abig guilty confession? With what you've found out, he could laugh hi your face and have
you arrested for illegal entry..And Birdie Pawlowicz: "Y eah, he typed alot in hisroom.".He whistled his animals to him and |eft the clearing as
swiftly as he had come..the colors she could think of..toes, your final desperate tactic of launching an twelve thousand of your doomsday torpedoes
would.Corporation and their ability to respond quickly to any technical challenge.
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