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His wife, Dorothea, adored him, not least of all because he had taken in her eighty-year-old mother and treated that elderly lady as though she were

both a duchess and a saint. He was equally generous to the poor, burying their dead at cost but with utmost dignity..Finally, he said, "What I did

was grab the shovel, dig a hole really fast, and bury Muffin in it up to her neck-just until she calmed down.".He found nothing especially gratifying,

switched off the lights, and moved on to the living room. If Cain was coming home, he could glance up from the street and see lights ablaze here,

so Vanadium resorted to a small flashlight, always carefully hooding the lens with one hand..Visibly nonplussed by Junior's blithe failure to

terminate the handshake when the shaking stopped, the fussy Neddy didn't want to be so rude as to yank his hand loose, or to cause a scene

regardless of how small, but Junior, smiling and pretending to be as socially dense as concrete, failed to respond to a polite tug. So Neddy waited,

allowing his hand to be held, and his face, previously as white as piano keys, brightened to a shade of pink that clashed with his red

boutonniere..The social worker's office once more. Rain tapping lightly at the window where Dr. Lipscomb had stared intently into the fog as he

tried to avoid confronting the life-changing revelation that Phimie, speaking with the special knowledge of the once-dead, had shown

him.."Usually, I throw out a bunch of hocus-pocus, flourishes and patter, to distract people, so they don't even realize that what they've seen was

real. They think the midair disappearance is just a trick."."But I had greater facility with cards than most magicians. I trained with Moses Moon,

greatest card mechanic of his generation.".He decided to use the tool just three times on each deadbolt before trying the door. The less noise the

better. Maybe luck would be with him..More often than not, in a social situation, regardless of its nature, there came a time when Edom had to bolt,

and here now was the time, not because he floundered at a loss for words, not because he became panicked that he would say the wrong thing or

would knock over his coffee cup, or would in some way prove himself foolish or as clumsy as a clown in full pratfall, but in this instance because

he didn't want to bring his tears into Agnes's day. Recently she'd had too many tears in her life, and though these were not tears of anguish, though

they were tears of love, he didn't want to burden her with them..As "It is." From a desk drawer, Nolly withdrew an envelope and put it on top of the

offered cash. "I'm returning five hundred of your thousand retainer." He pushed everything back toward Junior..Reluctantly, Jacob finally returned

the cards to the packs and admitted to himself that superstition had seized him and would not let go. Somewhere in the world was a knave, a human

monster-even worse, according to Maria, a man as fearsome as the devil himself-and for reasons unknown, this beast wanted to harm little Barty,

an innocent baby. By some grace that Jacob could not understand, they had been warned, through the cards, that the knave was coming. They had

been warned..The striking resemblance between this artist and Seraphim, as well as the facts in the biographical sketch under the photo, argued that

the two were sisters..His apartment, over the large garage, was reached by a set of exterior stairs. The space was divided into two rooms. The first

was a combination living room and kitchenette, with a corner dining table seating two. Beyond was a small bedroom with adjoining

bath..Surprised, Tom leaned in his chair to look more directly at the blind boy. On the telephone, Celestina had mentioned only that Barty was a

prodigy, which didn't quite explain the aptness of the oak-tree metaphor..In a few instances, when his suspicions were aroused in spite of their

denials, Junior tracked down their residences. He observed them in the flesh and made additional-and subtle-inquiries of their neighbors until he

was satisfied that his quarry was elsewhere..A nurse fussed over him as she helped him into bed, concerned about his paleness and his tremors. She

was attentive, efficient, compassionate but she wasn't in the least attractive, and he wished she would.They were dining by candlelight.

Vanilla-scented bougies stood on the sideboard, across the room, glimmering in glass chimneys, but Barty pointed instead to five squat red candles

distributed through the centerpiece of pine sprays and white carnations..The physician saw the look and understood it. A blush pinked his long, pale

face. "Celestina, you're quite beautiful, and I'm sure you've learned to be wary of men, but I swear that my intentions are entirely

honorable.".Vanadium sat in the chair, watching. With the perfect control of a sleight-of-hand artist, he turned a quarter end-over-end across the

knuckles of his right hand, palmed it with his thumb, caused it to reappear at his little finger, and rolled it across his knuckles again,

ceaselessly..But on March 23, 1966, after a bad date with Frieda Bliss, who collected paintings by Jack Lientery, an important new artist, Junior

had an experience that rocked him, added significance to the episode in the diner, and made him wish he hadn't donated his pistol to the police

project that melted guns into switchblades.."Does my dad like Christmas?" Barty asked, sitting on the grave grass in front of the headstone..Needles

of rain knitted the air and quickly embroidered silvery patterns on the blacktop..In the living room, he removed a decorative pillow from the sofa.

He carried it into the foyer..Convinced that the house was playing tricks on him, Barty went downstairs, step by measured step, to the foyer and the

ground-floor hall..Confused, Panglo held out his right hand, but Jacob said, "Sorry, no offense, but I don't shake with anyone.".Although he found

Magusson's face sufficiently disturbing that he avoided looking at it more than necessary, and though Magusson's bulging eyes were so moist with

bitterness and with need that they inspired nightmares, Junior shifted his gaze from his half-numb hands to his attorney. "Luck? I lost my wife. And

my unborn baby.".Angel found this hysterical, and Agnes said long-sufferingly, "Thank you for the language lesson, Master Lampion.".judging by

the evidence, the nurse was home alone, but Junior raised his voice above the music and called out, "Hello? Is anyone here?".Just as the man turned

away, Junior got a glimpse of what he wore under a London Fog raincoat. Between the lapels of the coat: a white shirt with a wing collar, a black

bow tie, the suggestion of black-satin lapels like those on a tuxedo jacket.."He came through the surgery well. He'll be in post-op for a while, then

brought here to the ICU. His condition's critical, but there are degrees of critical, and I believe we'll be able to upgrade him to serious long before

german-report-series-night-combat.pdf

Page 1/6



German Report Series Night Combat

this day is over. He's going to make it.".No longer able to judge the boy's degree of sleepiness by his eyes, she relied on him to tell her when to stop

reading. At his request, she closed the book after forty-seven pages, at the end of Chapter 2..Unable to hold his breath or to quiet his miserable

sobbing, Junior couldn't hear clearly enough to discern whether the sounds of the stalking sculpture were real or imagined. He knew that they had

to be imaginary, but he felt they were real..The possibility that he'd left a clear fingerprint on the watch crystal had to be judged remote. And the

band had been too textured to take a print useful to the police..Even as this news pleased Junior, it also saddened him. He was not merely interring

a lovely wife, but also his first child. He was burying his family.."One hour," he announced, establishing a countdown. In sixty minutes, his internal

clock would rouse him from a meditative state..Curiosity brought him here. Curiosity and a talent for self-preservation. Earlier, Vanadium had not

come to Naomi's graveside as a mourner. He had been there as a cop, on business. Perhaps he had been at the other funeral on business,

too..Because his lacrimal glands and tear ducts were intact, Barty could cry with his plastic eyes. Consequently, it didn't seem all that much more

incredible to be seeing with them..Celestina breezed through the open door with Angel. "No vanilla wafers. You'll be up all night with a sugar

rush.".Carrying the brochure, Vanadium returned to the bathroom and switched on the overhead light. He stared at the slashed wall, at the name red

and ravaged..Junior jammed on the brakes, slammed the gearshift into park, threw open the door, and plunged from the car. He spun around to face

the menace, loose gravel shifting treacherously underfoot..Caring for her, in every sense of that word, had made him a far happier man than he

would otherwise have been-and a far better one..The wife killer was evil; and his evil would be expressed one way or another, regardless of the

forces that affected his actions. If he'd not killed Naomi on the fire tower, he would have killed her elsewhere, when another opportunity for

enrichment presented itself. If Victoria hadn't become a victim, some other woman would have died instead. If Cain hadn't become obsessed with

the strange conviction that someone named Bartholomew might be the death of him, he would have filled his hollow heart with an equally strange

obsession that might have led him, anyway, to Celestina, but that would surely have brought violence down on someone else if not on her.."I'm not

saying there's anything wrong with it, you understand," Neddy whispered with a sort of fierce conciliation, "but I'm not gay, and I'm not interested

in teaching you the piano or anything else. Besides, after the stories Renee told about you, I can't imagine why you think any friend of his ... hers

would get near you. You need help. Renee is what she is, but she's not a bad person, she's generous and she's sweet. She doesn't deserve to be

beaten, abused, and ... and all those horrible things you did. Excuse me.".I'll put you in a twilight sleep, you babbling cretin.  Where'd you earn your

medical degree, you nattering nitwit? Botswana? The Kingdom of Tonga?.Descending the stairs, Edom said, "September 18, 1906, a typhoon

slammed into Hong Kong. More than ten thousand died. The wind was blowing with such incredible velocity; hundreds of people were killed by

sharp pieces of debris-splintered wood, spear-point fence staves, nails, glass-driven into them with the power of bullets. One man was struck by a

windblown fragment of a Han Dynasty funerary jar, which cleaved his face, cracked through his skull, and embedded itself in his brain.".What he

saw next in the brochure wasn't the link that he sought, but it alarmed him so much that the three-fold pamphlet rattled in his hands. The reception

for Celestina's show had been this evening, had ended more than three hours ago..Fascinated by this strange new realm, Angel returned to her chair

periodically, between explorations, to sip apple juice and to reveal her latest discoveries: "They got yellow shelf paper. They got potatoes in a

drawer. They got four kinds of pickles in the refrigerator. They got a toaster under a sock with pictures of birds on it.".This time, even San

Francisco, under a Chinese-blue sky stippled with a cloisonne of silver-and-gold clouds, couldn't provide solace or calm Celestina's nerves. Her

sister's dilemma wasn't as easily put out of mind as any problem of her own might have been-and she herself had never been in such an awful

situation as Phimie was now.."D'you have a bag?".He first eased from aisle to aisle, but soon moved more quickly, convinced that the singer would

be found beyond the next turn, and then the next. Was that her trailing shadow he had glimpsed, slipping around the comer ahead of him? Her

womanly scent lingering in the air after her passage?.More likely than not, Victoria spoke directly to the maniac detective. Even if she reported her

sordid fabrications to another officer, it would have gotten back to Vanadium, and the cop would have sought her out at once to hear her filth

firsthand, whereupon she would have enhanced her story until it sounded as though Junior had grabbed her knockers and had tried to shove his

tongue down her throat..A man came out of the stone tower. He passed them, walking hurriedly with a queer shambling gait, staring straight ahead.

His chin shone and his chest was wet with spittle leaking from his lips..In spite of the gloom, the boy's miraculous accomplishment was evident: his

clothes and hair were dry as though he'd worn a coat and hood..Judging by his great pleasure in learning, Barty didn't feel robbed of anything. To

him, the world was an orange of infinite layers, which he peeled and savored with increasing delight..Fifteen feet separated them, with guests

intervening. Yet this stranger's attention could have felt no more disturbingly intense to Junior if they had been alone in the room and but a foot

apart.."But nothing equals a quake for killing. Big one in Shaanxi, China, killed eight hundred thirty thousand.".Above the wainscoting, the walls

were Sheetrock, unlike the plaster elsewhere in the apartment. On one of them, Enoch Cain had scrawled Bartholomew three times..Prudence

required that they strategize as though Enoch Cain were Satan himself, as though every fly and beetle and rat provided eyes and ears for the killer,

as though ordinary precautions could never foil him..Later in the month, from Sparky Vox, Junior learned the building had a four-pipe, fan-coil

heating system serving discrete ductwork for each apartment. Voices couldn't carry from residence to residence in the heating-cooling system,

because no apartments shared ducting. Throughout the spring, summer, and autumn of 1967, Junior met new women, bedded a few, and had no

doubt that each of his conquests experienced with him something she had never known before. Yet he still suffered from an emptiness in the

heart..He slapped her hands, knocking the sharpener and the pencil out of her grasp. They clattered against the window, fell onto the window-seat
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cushions..The afternoon was winding down, and the lowering sky seemed to be drawn steadily toward the earth by threads of gray light that reeled

westward, ever faster, over the horizon's spool. The air smelled like rain waiting to happen..She realized  she hadn't turned on the radio. Before she

could reach for the switch, she was asleep..The right side of the girl's face appeared to be more strongly affected by gravity.Studying the brochure,

Junior felt that the best response to this artist's work was to go directly into the bathroom, stick one finger down his throat, and purge himself.

Considering his medical history, however, he couldn't afford to be such an expressive critic..Before the pianist could cry out, Junior drove him

between the toilet and the sink, slamming him against the wall hard enough to knock loose his breath and to cause the water to slosh audibly in the

nearby toilet tank.."Is it as bad as that?" Celestina wondered plaintively, though she knew the answer. "I love San Francisco. The city inspires my

work. I've built a life here. Is it really as bad as that?".Although, by unspoken agreement, they avoided any talk of loss and death, the mood

remained grim. Angel sat in thoughtful silence, pushing her food around her plate rather than eating it. Her demeanor intrigued Tom, and he

noticed that it worried her mother, who put a different interpretation on it than he did..But the boy played no tricks against his father. He took his

beatings in silence and learned to hide his gift..The modulated electronic brrrrr was similar to the sound of the telephone in Vanadium's cramped

study, on Sunday night. Junior was transported back to that place, that moment in time..Nevertheless, being cautious even as he seized the day--or

the night, in this case-he parked a short distance from his destination, on a parallel street. He walked the last three blocks..Junior had expected these

singular creatures, and he needed them to be as monstrous as they had always been in the past. Nonetheless, he shrank back against his pillows in

dismay when they exploded into the hospital room. Their faces were as fierce as those of painted cannibals coming off a fast. They gestured

emphatically, spitting expletives along with tiny bits of lunch dislodged from their teeth by the force of their condemnations..The fully evolved

man never has to rely on the gods of fortune, Zedd tells us, because he makes his luck with such reliability that he can spit in the faces of the gods

with impunity.."That's unusual, too, and 1 wish the etiology of this disease, which is exceedingly well understood, gave us reason to hope based on

the transience of the symptoms ... but it doesn't.".Far from idiotic, Junior's cause was his survival and salvation, and he committed himself to it with

every fiber of his body, with all of his mind and heart..-nor cruel, nor hateful, nor envious, nor mean," Phimie recited, "for all these are sicknesses

of this fallen world-".Then it would stop. The torment would stop. Surely. His sense of drift, of sliding aimlessly through the days, would lift from

him, and he would find purpose once more in determined self-improvement. He would definitely learn French and German. He would take cooking

classes and become a culinary master. Karate, too..One of the most unnerving aspects of life in southern California was that earthquake weather

came in so many varieties. As many days as not, you got out of bed, checked the sky and the barometer, and realized with dismay that conditions

were indicative of catastrophe..Thrusting his finger toward the table with each repetition of the word, Barty happily insisted, "Pie, pie, pie, pie, pie,

pie, pie, pie.".Bright though they were at all times, Barty's Tiffany eyes shone brighter now with beams of North Pole magic. "Maybe I do feel

it.".He went upstairs to change out of his dark blue suit and badly scuffed black shoes..Ministering to Perri, Joshua had pulled back her blankets.

The fabric of the pale yellow pajama pants couldn't disguise how terribly withered her legs were: two sticks..Instinct, even reason, told him that

some connection existed between this person, this Bartholomew, and Celestina. The name had terrified Cain in a bad dream, the very night of the

day that he'd killed Naomi, and Vanadium therefore had incorporated it into his psychological-warfare strategy without knowing its significance to

his suspect. As strongly as he sensed the connection, he couldn't find the link. He lacked some crucial bit of information..As Sinatra began to sing

"I'll Be Seeing You," Junior stepped around the bloom and the Merlot. He cautiously peeled back two inches of the curtain at one of the

sidelights..Junior discovered more tears than could have been found in ten thousand onions. His wife and his unborn baby. He had been willing to

sacrifice his beloved Naomi, but maybe he would have found the cost too high if he had known that he was also sacrificing his first-conceived

child. This was too much. He was bereft..Junior forgot all about seduction. "And she--what?--She adopted her sister's baby?".Even the

Shantung-softened lamplight blazed too bright and did not serve her well, so she switched it off and said, "Scoot over.".Her hands were locked

together in her lap, gripped so tightly for so long that the muscles in her forearms ached. "What's wrong?".DOWN SHE WENT, abruptly and hard,

with a clatter and thud, her natural grace deserting her in the fall, though she regained it in her posture of collapse..So quick, this violence, over

even as it began. Because he had no interest in aftermath, however, Junior suffered no disappointment at the briefness of the thrill. The past was

past, and as he closed the front door and stepped around the body, he focused on the future..Glancing at the plump pie in Edom's hands, the

gentleman replied to Agnes in a musical yet gravelly voice worthy of Louis Armstrong: "You must be the lady Reverend Collins told me

about.".Strangely, as sometimes happened in this room, his missing toe itched. There was no point in removing his shoe and sock to scratch the

stump, because that would provide no relief. Curiously, the itch was in the phantom toe itself, where it could never be scratched..Harmless though

they were, the sight of them, swaddled and for the most part concealed, first troubled him and then quickly brought him --inexplicably, irrationally,

undeniably--to the trembling edge of outright fear..With all twelve fragments destroyed, the curse should have been lifted from little Bartholomew:

the threat of the unknown, violent enemy who was represented by the four knaves. Somewhere in the world, an evil man existed who would one

day have killed Barty, but now his journey through life would take him elsewhere. Eleven saints had been given twelve shares of responsibility for

lifting this curse..Before Celestina probed and perhaps touched upon a sore tooth of truth, Tom launched into the story of King Obadiah, Pharaoh of

the Fantastic, who had taught him all he knew about sleight of hand..The next thing he knew, he was at the kitchen sink, turning off the water,

which he couldn't remember having turned on. He appeared to have washed the bloody candlestick-it was clean-but he had no recollection of this
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bit of housekeeping..At first all had gone well. Agnes, Maria, and Edom were rightly amazed. A thrill of wonder and big smiles all around the

table. They were enthralled by the astoundingly favorable fall of cards, a breathtaking mathematical improbability..For more than two weeks,

Agnes's heart had been a clangorous place, filled with the rattle and bang of hard emotions, but now a sort of quiet had come upon it, a peace that,

if it held, might one day allow joy again..Lipscomb turned to Celestina. "Before lapsing into semicoherence again, your sister said, 'Beezil and

Feezil are safe with her,' which may sound less than coherent to you, but not to me.".the social worker and her family. Husband, wife, daughter,

son. The little girl smiled shyly through braces. The boy was impish..The kids insisted on knowing what was meant by the line about the chicken,

and this led to the laying of a coopful of Why-did-the chicken-cross-the-road jokes, which Edom and Jacob had memorized in childhood as an act

of rebellion against their humorless father..Junior was flattered, he really was. Women couldn't get enough of him. The story of his life. They never

let go gracefully. He was wanted, needed, adored, worshiped. Women kept calling after they should have taken the hint and gone away, insisted on

sending him notes and gifts even after he told them it was over. Junior wasn't surprised that women would return from the dead for him, nor was he

surprised that women he'd killed would try to find a route back to him from Beyond, without malice, without vengeance in their hearts, merely

yearning to be with him again, to hold him and to fulfill his needs. As gratified as he was by this tribute to his desirability, he simply didn't have

any romantic feelings left for Naomi and Seraphim. They were the past, and he loathed the past, and if they wouldn't let him alone, he would never

be able to live in the future.."Ouch," said Edom, and this earned him loving smiles from Maria, Agnes, and Barty..To the alleyway again. Not

through the clodhopper-cluttered gallery this time. Around the block at a brisk walk..Great anger was apparent in the way that the uneven, red

block letters had been drawn on the wall in hard slashes. But the lettering looked like the work of a calm and rational mind compared to what had

been done after the three Bartholomews were printed..This was not the same card he'd found at his bedside, under two dimes and a nickel, on the

night following Naomi's funeral. He had torn that one and had thrown it away..She lost track of him. Fear knocked, knocked, on the door of her

heart, because she was sure that he had vanished the way ships supposedly disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle..The adoption records on

Seraphim White's baby weren't sealed by law, because custody of the child was being retained by family..Antihypertensive drugs were

administered intravenously, and Phimie was confined to bed, attached to a heart monitor..As a young man, he had performed first in nightclubs

catering to Negroes and in theaters like Harlem's Apollo. During World War II, he'd been part of a USO troupe entertaining soldiers throughout the

Pacific, later in North Africa, and following D-Day, in Europe..No scent of gasoline fouled the air. Apparently, the tank had not burst. Sudden

immolation seemed unlikely-but only an hour ago so had Joey's untimely death..Tom Vanadium's uninflected but curiously hypnotic voice, his

pensive manner, his gray eyes so beautiful in that fractured face, his air of measured melancholy, and his evident intelligence gave him a presence

that was simultaneously as solid as a great mass of granite and yet otherworldly..No mystery here. No reason to leap to the ceiling and cling upside

down like a frightened cartoon cat..Other rooms were furnished as sparely as those in a monastery. Indeed, the dining room contained nothing

whatsoever.."You'll need time to ... adjust to this," he said. "Perhaps you've got to call family.. . .".Junior raised his voice even further: "In those old

movies, the Little Rascals.".Charmed by the vulnerability of the young, he'd never slept with an older woman. The prospect intrigued him. She

would have tricks in her repertoire that younger women were too inexperienced to know.."The princess is correct," he acknowledged, revealing that

this hand was still empty. Then he reached to the girl and plucked the quarter from her ear..Agnes was only thirty-nine years old, full of plans and

vigor, so Angel's words seemed premature. Yet in too few years, she would have reason to wonder if perhaps these gifted children foresaw,

unconsciously, that she would need the comfort of having witnessed this climb.."There is no king in Earthsea," the young man said, stern and

righteous, "In my master's service, then," Hound amended, patient..On the lawn, Koko, their four-year-old golden retriever, was lying on her back,

all paws in the air, presenting the great gift of her furry belly for the rubbing pleasure of young Mistress Mary..The deejay announced song number

four for the week: the Beatles' "She's a Woman." The Fab Four filled the Studebaker with music..His breath was warm against her throat: "And I

want to go back home to see some faces.".Monitoring Barty from the comer of -her eye, Agnes paced herself to the strides of his short legs, so she

was drenched and chilled when she reached the station wagon..As one of the two paramedics hurried to the ambulance van and scrambled into the

driver's seat, Agnes suffered another contraction so severe that for a tremulous moment, at the peak of the agony, she almost lost

consciousness..Another small pane of glass burst. A dismaying crack of wood. His back to her, the maniac raged at the window with the snarling

ferocity of a caged beast..Agnes found herself drifting up. A frightening sense of weightlessness overcame her..Assuming that the boy had closed

his eyes and was talking to himself, somewhere between his self-told bedtime story and a dream, Agnes retreated from the room, pulling the door

only half shut behind her..During the cleaning, installation of new carpet, and painting that had followed the removal of the diarrheic pig set loose

by one of Cain's disgruntled girlfriends, the wife killer had spent a few nights in a hotel. Nolly took advantage of the opportunity to bring his

associate James Hunnicolt--Jimmy Gadget-onto the premises to provide a customized, undetectable, exterior window-latch release..With the

successful consumption of the burger and with the addition of the third Sklent to his collection, Junior felt more upbeat than he'd been in quite a

while. Contributing to his better mood was the fact that he hadn't heard the phantom singer in longer than three months, since the library in July..In

addition to mulling over strategy, Tom had spent a lot of time lately brooding about culpability: his own, not Cain's. By seizing on the name that he

heard Cain speak in a dream, by making use of it in this psychological warfare, had he been the architect of the killer's Bartholomew obsession, or

if not the architect, then at least an assisting.From a cutlery drawer, Tom withdrew a knife. The largest and sharpest blade in the small collection.
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