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The witch still said nothing. They walked along in the darkness side by side. At last, in a placating, frightened voice, Rose said, "It came so ...".his

grey cloak, carrying his tall staff of bone-white wood, about which a faint gleam of werelight.deals were profitable. It was as if good fortune stuck

to him and he could not shake it off. He.the sunshine of morning with his arms in the air.."Indeed, for the sailors feared him too, and kept him

bound that way all the voyage. When the.tallest tower the sword of Erreth-Akbe catches the first and last of daylight. Through that city.and the

rowdy, foolish dogs, and all the work she did at home trying to keep Old Iria together and."I do not know my other name," she said. She spoke as

he had spoken, as she had spoken to the Summoner, in the Language of the Making, the tongue the dragons speak.."But. . . where is the Inner

Circle?".Ilien. Her consort Aiman was of the House of Morred. When she had ruled thirty years she gave the.everywhere. If it had not been cold

weather the Marsh would have reeked of rotting flesh. None of.Then that was gone and he stood facing the witch-girl. Her look of accusation

slowly changed. She put her face in her hands..wizards, for the rest of their lives..the Kargish king wear Morred's ring," the Queen Mother said. So,

bringing it as the most generous."It's my house. Bren's house. He stays. Go or stay, it's up to you.".Erreth-Akbe's next challenger was a mage called

the Firelord, whose power was so great that he lengthened a day by five hours, though he could not, as he had sworn to do, stop the sun at noon and

banish darkness from the islands forever. The Firelord took dragon form to fight Erreth-Akbe, but was defeated at last, at the cost of the forests and

cities of Ilien, which he set afire as he fought..see. Nobody should ought to meddle with sorcery that ain't born to it. Nor with sorcerers.

You.pungent, disorderly place thick with the mysteries of women and witchcraft, very different from.the bed. She was Anieb..showered with a fine

powder of disintegrating, dying fireflies, black, gold. At the very edge, a.all. Not sneaking about at night and no one knowing...".teach children to

do so. This ancient spiritual practice has continued, unofficially and sometimes.Inside stood two of the wheelless cars; a few lamps shone, and

under them three people.Diamond glanced at Rose. The girl turned her head away, looking down.."The Hound serves Losen," he said. "I'll go

today.".Once there in the Grove she had no thought of earning, or deserving, or even of learning. To be.there, be nice," I said. He couldn't be real --

a phantom, like the singer, like the ones down by the.only because it had a weatherworker of its own aboard, who raised a wave to swamp the

stolen boat..everything that had happened to me in the past several hours..morning; Hemlock went back to the ancient cantrip he was annotating; it

was not till supper time.even know if they were occupied or not, since they had no windows. Six streets led from the.something? I was numb from

the strain of trying not to do anything wrong. This, for four days.How the man had escaped him, Early did not know, but two things were certain:

that he was a far more powerful mage than any Early had met, and that he would return to Roke as fast as he could, since that was the source and

center of his power. There was no use trying to get there before him; he had the lead. But Early could follow the lead, and if his own powers were

not enough he would have with him a force no mage could withstand. Had not even Morred been nearly brought down, not by witchcraft, but

merely by the strength of the armies the Enemy had turned against him?.There was a little noise, the soft clip-clop of the black mare's hooves,

coming along the lane. Then Dragonfly came back to herself and called to Ivory and ran down the hill to meet him. "I will go," she said..III.

Azver.Leave to our wings the long winds of the west,.if he was indeed in a plague-stricken place or an island under a curse. He went on. Between

a.side of the long swells. Oared galleys seldom went out of sight of land and seldom rowed through.All he saw was a mist on the water, all across

the sea beyond the mouth of the bay. As he

watched.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (95 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].almost no questions. "Will I go as a man all the way?" was one..sun. It was broad day and raining when her last hard breath was not followed

by another..the winter long, out on the high marsh..become himself. A magic greater than his own prevailed here..of Havnor had been burnt to the

ground. The king's wizards had spell-caught and killed several.Changer, master of the spells that transform matter and bodies.his hand in his mind

only, as when he played the mental harp, then indeed he touched her. He felt.His face was a warrior's face, but when he looked into the trees it was

softened, yearning..know. . .".of his plans, an extension of himself. "Yes, yes, you will," he said, and smiled again..while others brought fresh logs

and worked the bellows sleeves. From the apex of the dome a spiral.had said it last night to a heifer or a woman. He knew his true name but it was

no good here,.meant. And so we parted with no Archmage chosen..them, as though they were engaged in setting off colored fireworks..Then they

were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the.of those arts. His talk of the Allking and the Red Mother was

mere words. And not the right words..is to say, indirectly, but considerably..these years to give you to Early. The way I gave you to Gelluk. I was

sorry for that. I thought.them a part of the House that will be all their own, or even a separate house, so they can keep.signs glowing in the air:

LOCAL CIRCUITS. I came to an escalator that held quite a few people..over the time when Roke first became the Isle of the Wise, and it may be

that the wise men put it.together for years, each supporting and increasing the other's power, each in the belief that the.through the darkness, the

drifts and levels were so low and narrow the miners had to stoop and.Ember usually scowled when he greeted her. She asked him abrupt questions,

listened to his.In the early years they were sent to enforce peace; increasingly they were called on to maintain."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She

looked at them all. She felt that she should thank them for.Besides myself, there was no one there, though the traffic of black cars was heavier. I did

not."She took my cup away," the Master of Iria said to the stranger, whining like a puppy, while his.house, which, like most witches' houses, stood

somewhat apart from the village. "Well," she said,.flames flickered between their knees, and at the bottom lay the unbroken black surface of an.The
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first Archmage, Halkel, abolished the title of Finder, replacing it with Chanter. The.connections among those arts clear. There was-as the wise men

of Roke would say later-no science.The desire for power feeds off itself, growing as it devours. Early suffered from hunger. He starved. There was

little satisfaction in ruling Havnor, a land of beggars and poor farmers. What was the good of possessing the Throne of Maharion if nobody sat in it

but a drunken cripple? What glory was there in the palaces of the city when nobody lived in them but crawling slaves? He could have any woman

he wanted, but women would drain his power, suck away his strength. He wanted no woman near him. He craved an enemy: an opponent worth

destroying..sleep with on a cold night. I'll be glad to pay you, mistress, if two coppers would suit, and my.LITERATURE AND THE.spray like a

fountain blown by the wind. The gash in the earth grew deeper, revealing the ledge of.fought them like an animal till they knocked him on the

head. They broke Otter's father's jaw and.and spat. "Avert," he said..mere glimpse at the place told me that things had been happening there while I

wasn't looking. It.dark curve against the sky..The Other Wind (to be published soon). A dragon bridge..starlight. The only use a dragon has for the

ground is some kind of rocky place where it can lay.Glade, Golden was glad to show him fealty. The Lord was born to govern and to keep the

peace, as.meadows until he had touched every living beast of the great herds there. Alder had sent two.Note on dates: Many islands have their own

local count of years. The most widely used dating system in the Archipelago, which stems from the Havnorian Tale, makes the year Morred took

the throne the first year of history. By this system, "present time" in the account you are reading is the Archipelagan year 1058.."But outside Roke,"

said Medra, "there are common people who slave and starve and die in misery..He no longer kept a cow. He stood looking into the poultry yard,

considering. The fox had been visiting the orchard lately. But the birds would have to forage if he stayed away. They must take their chances, like

everyone else. He opened their gate a little. Though the rain was no more than a misty drizzle now, they stayed hunched up under the henhouse

eaves, disconsolate. The King had not crowed once this morning.."Who are we," said the Doorkeeper, "that we refuse her without knowing what

she is?".The four Kargad islands are mostly arid in climate but fertile when watered and cultivated. The.stairs and inside. The stewardess led me

between the rows of seats to the very front. I hadn't.out of the mines, or the shipwrights' that forbade women to watch a keel laid. So both men

and.with raised sides boomed with laughter. People were being amused, but what was amusing them -."Listen, Nais. . . I think I'll go now. Really.

It will be better that way.".Semere's cow pasture. You can see the ways from there. You need to find the center. See where to.accepted the lesson.

No magic. Never again. He had never given his heart to it. It had been a game.In return he told Veil and Ember about the mines of Samory, and the

wizard Gelluk, and Anieb the.It was mere cowardice to keep from Havnor, now-fear for his skin, fear lest he find his people had died, fear lest he

recall Anieb too vividly..None of the mages answered him. In the silence, the men with him murmured, and a voice among them said, "Let us have

the witch.".his eyes dazzled. Thc lightning was in Rose's eyes, and her hands sparked as she clenched them.."You didn't say it.".the dragons came

to raid among the western lands, and wizards went out in vain against them. King.isles-and beyond. People have puzzled at their choosing the

empty sea for their domain, since.of harping. But what's that to a rich man?"."Magic won't die on Roke," said Veil. "On Roke all spells are strong.

So said Ath himself. And you have walked under the trees... Our job must be to keep that strength. Hide it, yes. Hoard it, as a young dragon hoards

up its fire. And share it. But only here. Pass it on, one to the next, here, where it's safe, and where the great robbers and killers would least look for

it, since no one here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come into its strength. If it takes a thousand years...".Where he stood it was not

wholly dark. The air moved against his face. Far ahead, dim, small,.He changed his shape, he changed his name,.singer of the West of Havnor,

Diamond who had harped and sung to the great lords in the Tower of."What I have to do, you see," the old wizard said, still talking to Silence

because it was a comfort to talk to him even if he was no longer there, "is get into the mountain, right inside; but not the way a sorcerer-prospector

does; not just slipping about between things and looking and tasting. Deeper. All the way in. Not the veins, but the bones. So," and standing there

alone in the high pasture, in the noon light, Heleth opened his arms wide in the gesture of invocation that opens all the greater spells; and he

spoke..and met the witch's hand. They put their arms round each other in a fierce, long embrace. Then.He said nothing. She squatted down to find

out what was in the basket. "Peaches!" she said, and smiled.."For us," said Ember. "For us who live, in hiding, neither killed nor killing. The dead

are dead. The great and mighty go their way unchecked. All the hope left in the world is in the people of no account."."Ah," he said. He looked

away so that she could not see his expression.
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