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When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the
bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii.Patience, Of the
Advantages of, i. 89..When the king heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he
withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon him to his presence.].Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen
Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.Sons, The Merchant and his, i.
81..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..After this, the authorities compounded with the highwayman for his
submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink
with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet,
and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to
him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by
Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was
on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money
therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the
rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered,
'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O
francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I took no pity on him
neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's testimony.".27. The Khalif Hisham and the
Arab Youth cclxxi.There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects,
beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life.
On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his
father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house in splendour
and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the
Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and
lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the
rout and slaying his guards..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.So she arose and
returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet
how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him
by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard
hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat
him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should
pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians'
burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not
Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end
of the night.The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away
from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and
tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and
told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a
hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at
his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself
into that whereof he was not assured..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..Presently, in
came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the
turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he
was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger.
Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this
and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with
honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king
who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to
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Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and
sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than
clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".Thereupon the king went in to his mother and
questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it
pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand
of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means
whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price,
such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a
merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that
thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".51. The
Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my
yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come
to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.On this wise she abode a great while and
indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her
bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth,
abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back,
trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he,
'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the
eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching;
[and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye
o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace denied..So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom
belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she
prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the
pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for
that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was
Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed
the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade
bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no
deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons
dxcvii.When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and
return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing
day..So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is
worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the
padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong
might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262)
weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and
arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..Fair fall the
maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight
and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand
dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and
turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.El Abbas from Akil
his stead is come again, iii. 108..It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the
time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to
enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission
for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and
days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What
have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised
[by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas
(47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he
said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.The king gave him leave for this
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and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful
with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to
him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee
a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying,
"When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message,
saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him
who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the
nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face
will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth
the queen, "And I also will say thus.".The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and
Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes
and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have
ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and
delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!'
Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he
turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the
Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered
he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all
of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress
of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..Melik (El) Ez Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers
and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is
decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my
son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's
hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and
embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged
thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people
swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died
and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous
race.".All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of
henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken
than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the
servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to
his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept
till the morrow..Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..There
was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode
in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said
to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so
we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth
against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it
revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not
[to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth
evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.126.
Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so
his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting
himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er
Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that
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he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we
were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him
well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned
him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in
the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed,
we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided
thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen
him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of
easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the
house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and
said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for
sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of
the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to
his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and
the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to
the Commander of the Faithful..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to
do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat;
for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the
hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth,
after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within;
so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be
opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to
cut..So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was
with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled
be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease
concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he
coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference
was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with
wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..?OF CLEMENCY..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the
morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.? ?
? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after
which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about
with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the
youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none
but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered
the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth
whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she
came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his
beauty and grace and wept for him..4. The Three Apples xix.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body
hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.An if my substance fail, no one there
is will succour me, i. 6..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how
[he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not
dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen
Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We
were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island,
that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a
surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under
our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his
stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we
will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they
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answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the
twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's
palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them
there..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he
said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this,
besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to
his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the
other said,.The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his
elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee
weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up,
I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till
the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse,
charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its
purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence
and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so
return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? What had
it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.Then they returned to
Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair.
Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.Now the uncle's son of the
king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get
the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover,
he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso
answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived
at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.'
Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next
day..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in
the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder
fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon
whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be
delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this
fellow and crucify him without the city.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..Then he caused rear him among the
nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the
top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual
and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him.
Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw
up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his
place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass by..There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly
of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up,
endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in
himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of
the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the
vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that
one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus
thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what
saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought
him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the
king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out
therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at
the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch
Kafour xxxix.When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the
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following verses:.98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..? ?
? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..52. Ibrahim ben
el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news
of you present!.Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged,
the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for
that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to
the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not
aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak
one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with
him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou
be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.Had we thy
coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at
thy commandment and we have power over her; so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father
hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's
father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have
patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince
waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to
stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the dowry]..80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.53. King
Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.WP="BR1">.?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..Officer's Story, The
Twelfth, ii. 179..111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.When it was the time of the
evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said,
"They avouch, O king, that.The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of
the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won
and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again,
except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant
brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere
he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..? ?
? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..41. Jaafer ben
Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a
bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.Now over against the place in question
was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and
caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an
ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So
Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon
some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his
men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art
mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw
her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode
to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the
streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say,
"Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she
said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of
thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to
me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn
over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for
wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For,
if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a
basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money
from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So
(quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when
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there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to
none but us for it. We demanded of him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the
Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with
henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched
and found the basket, whereupon we straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..Then he turned to the viziers and said to
them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen
upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath
overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify
them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there
came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory
and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than
himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her;
nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and
forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten
thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his
Wilful Wife dccccxix.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till
the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their
occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance
upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women
smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the
Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the
richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy
name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third,
"What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had
made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..As he was about to go away, the cook said to him, 'O
youth, doubtless thou art a stranger?' And he answered, 'Yes.' Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,]
"Loyal admonition is [a part] of religion;" and the understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics of the true believers." And indeed that
which I have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me and I would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined Selim, 'and may God
strengthen thine affair!' Then said the cook, 'Know, O my son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and eateth of flesh-meat
and drinketh not old wine thereon, this is harmful unto him and engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou have provided thee
somewhat thereof, (71) [it is well;] but, if not, look thou procure it, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite thee with good!'
rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou direct me where it is sold?' And the cook said, 'With me is all that thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way for me to see it?'
asked the young man; and the cook sprang up and said, 'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but he said, 'I desire
better than this.' Whereupon he opened a door and entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'.Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and
were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that,
[as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the
city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers
and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the
end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard
of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy,
wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant
in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my
friend related to me.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with
dreariment..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death
and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and
but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of
accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she,
'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him
thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst
truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou
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shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.When his father saw
the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise
and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take
leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and
laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his
travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and
sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape
and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on
him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.Algates ye are our
prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6.
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