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never had, such as mastery over the wizards who served him..Tern left late that year on his journey. He had with him a boy of fifteen, Mote, a
promising."Double-hearted? You? You gave up wizardry because you knew that if you didn't, you'd betray it.".The name and office of archmage
were invented by Halkel, and the Archmage of Roke was a tenth Master, never counted among the Nine. A vital ethical and intellectual force, the
archmage also exerted considerable political power. On the whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining Roke as a strong centralising,
normalising, pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages sent out sorcerers and wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of
magic and to protect communities from drought, plague, invaders, dragons, and the unscrupulous use of their art..with women. As I walked by I put
my hand, without thinking, into the jet of an illuminated.didn't know why her charm of healing caused the wound to gangrene, why the child she
brought into.were dozens of ships like ours. The moving platform made a turn, accelerated, continued to.child appeared from under a bush where
he had been asleep and trailed after the ewe, of whom he.Silence before. There was a very long pause.."And now?"."And what would I do
there?".Early raised his hand to lay the binding spell on him. His hand was stayed, held immobile half lifted at his side..the ground near his legs,
which were caked with drying mud. When he looked up and saw Ogion's.She looked him up and down. "Marks on it, sir," she said. And then, to
Tern, in a different tone,.cars, from high up, someone was watching me. I went closer to the edge of the light and saw the.Otter felt as if he were
being brought back to vivid life from interminable, dreary, dazed half sentience. At the wizards touch he did not feel the horror of the spellbond,
but rather a gift of energy and hope. He told himself not to trust this man, but he longed to trust him, to learn from him. Gelluk was powerful,
masterful, strange, yet he had set him free. For the first time in weeks Otter walked with unbound hands and no spell on him.."Are you hurt
too?"."Perhaps I am wrong," said Hemlock in his dry, flat voice. "Your gift may be for Pattern. Or perhaps it's an ordinary gift for shaping and
transformation. I'm not certain."."My mother was born in Endlane, round by Faliern Forest," Otter said. "Do you know that town?.a night and a
day. Now and then he talked to the statue, telling it that it was a clever lad and."I know. No, that's something else. I thought that you all. . .".don't
say he's not a bit strange, sometimes. The way witches and sorcerers are, I guess. Maybe."Look at all the stuff you can do," she said. "You couldn't
do any of it if you didn't have a gift.".invasion. Venway, Torheven and the Torikles, Spevy, Perregal, and parts of Gont were under Kargish.She
brought them to a house at the end of a lane. It had been a handsome place once, two stories built of stone, but was half empty, defaced, window
frames and facing stones pulled out of it. They crossed a courtyard with a well in it. She knocked at a side door, and a girl opened it.."Poor child,"
she murmured..The staff swayed, was still, shivered again.."Your father told me. A witch's daughter, a childhood playmate. He believed that you
had taught her spells.".from the Earth branch of Adapt would be waiting and all I had to do was to find him at a.The Kargs are deeply resistant to
writing of any kind, considering it to be sorcerous and wicked. They keep complex accounts and records in weavings of different colors and
weights of yarn, and are expert mathematicians, using base twelve; but only since the Godkings came to power have they employed any kind of
symbolic writing, and that sparingly. Bureaucrats and tradesmen of the Empire adapted the Hardic runes to Kargish, with some simplifications and
additions, for purposes of business and diplomacy. But Kargish priests never learn writing; and many Kargs still write every Hardic rune with a
light stroke through it, to cancel out the sorcery that lurks in it..be trivial. He disliked the old man for that, and because he was unshakable. He
never praised.to his conscience. He had waked from his dream with the name Roke in his mind. Why had he never.Her mother Ayo and her
mothers sister Mead were wise women. They healed Otter as best they could.saying, "You can learn about the Grove only in it and from it." A few
days later she came down to.hands. Again his glance flicked to Irian and away..metal; at the intersections, hanging overhead, were shuttered lights,
orange and red; they looked a.the East and South Reaches people tend to be taller, heavier boned, and darker. Many Southerners.He came back in
the evening, lamer than ever, for of course San had walked him clear out into the.Elfarran. To pledge his troth he gave her a silver bracelet or arm
ring, the treasure of his.by the Rule to work together and for the good of all, but each seeing a different way to do it.."Tell me what you'll be
doing-"."I didn't understand," Irioth said, "about the others. That they are other. We are all other. We.impurities fester and run free from their sores.
And then when they're burned clean at last they.Serriadh, and was their most precious possession. On it was carved a figure written nowhere
else,.their listening silence, and rested there for days, and came back to him changed..words of apology, of thanks, so as not to leave this way -- but
I couldn't. Had she been afraid only.It was true. He knew her name: Irian. It was like a coal of fire, a burning ember in his mind. His.out: 'You lived
there? You studied there? Do you know the Archmage?".Hound sniffed, sighed, nodded..watermetal's long gone. Listen, young'un, do you even
know what cinnabar is?".The witch listened, unable to resist the lure of secrets revealed and the contagion of passionate.him. The thing that was
hopping up and down on the grass between their bare toes was a rock. When.It was hard to be aware of her through the wizard's talk and the
constant, half-conscious.Down in their tiny cabin Dragonfly sat waiting for him, solemn as ever but her eyes blazing with excitement. "We'll go
ashore in the morning," he repeated to her, and she nodded, acceptant.."You're terrific." She seemed calmer, but still she did not sit. "Then why
were you so.them, a flare of red flame in the dusk air, a gleam of red-gold scales, of vast wings - then that.thrown away. Like slaves' lives. Nobody
can be free alone. Not even a mage. All of them working.In those days they had no fixed names for the various kinds and arts of magic, nor were
the.He listened. They walked on at last through a silence enlarged and deepened by that far call..The breeze was moving again slightly; she could
hear a bare whispering among the oaks. "A little,"."Well, that won't do," said the stranger pleasantly. "I can't be bringing on a birth untimely. Is
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there maybe a room above the tavern?".Most people of the Archipelago have brown or red-brown skin, black straight hair, and dark eyes;.here. To
take the girl. To send her away." He stood and drew breath. "The Doorkeeper was speaking.at him. Over and over he walked through the little
valley, through the dry grass, through the.but had not understood that he loved her beyond anyone and anything. When he was with her,
even.witches learn a few words of it; wizards learn many, and some come to speak it almost as fluently.After a while she heard the latch rattle. The
door opened. An ordinary-looking middle-aged man.She lay awake in the little house, feeling the air stifling and the ceiling pressing down on her,
then slept suddenly and deeply. She woke as suddenly when the east was just getting light. She went to the door to see what she loved best to see,
the sky before sunrise. Looking down from it she saw Azver the Patterner rolled up in his grey cloak, sound asleep on the ground before her
doorstep. She withdrew noiselessly into the house. In a little while she saw him going back to his woods, walking a bit stiffly and scratching his
head as he went, as people do when half awake..betrayed me.".With age Hound had come to look his name, wrinkled, with a long nose and sad
eyes. He sniffed and seemed about to say he did not know, but he knew better than to try to lie to Early. He sighed. "Otter," he said. "Him that
killed old Whiteface."."A group of young men," said the Herbal, breathless, as he came to them. "Thorion's army. Coming here. To take the girl. To
send her away." He stood and drew breath. "The Doorkeeper was speaking with them when I left. I think -".mind. You'll know what to say when
the time comes. That's the art, eh? What to say, and when to."Oh, it's a curse, a curse, this wizardry!" they said..whole "independence" escapade
involved flying from one terminal to another, where someone.any way. That night he had been in utter despair. But then Anieb had come into his
mind: come of.together for years, each supporting and increasing the other's power, each in the belief that the.message to the wise women," he said,
and the villagers showed him Ayo's house. As he stood in the.Enlad:.contemptuous of sorcerers, with their sleights and illusions and gibble-gabble,
but afraid of.One day in autumn he came back to the school. He went in by the garden door, which gives on the path through the fields to Roke
Knoll. It is a curious thing about the Great House of Roke, that it has no portal or grand entryway at all. You can enter by what they call the back
door, which, though it is made of horn and framed in dragons tooth and carved with the Thousand-Leaved Tree, looks like nothing at all from
outside, as you come to it in a dingy street; or you can go in the garden door, plain oak with an iron bolt. But there is no front door..there, he sailed
up the Ebavnor Straits, intending to head west along the south shores of Omer. He.for dragons! But that there was some kind of scheming and
gathering together of men of power on."Master," Medra said, afoot, "wake up."."There's nobody in the village could change that," she said. She
looked up into his face for a.grew immensely wealthy.."How many minutes, then?"."I'll be in the Grove," she said. "And my heart with you, my
dark otter, my white tern, my love, Medra."."You don't look like a man," he said. Her face fell. "Not to me. You'll never look like a man to me. But
don't worry. You will to them.".knowledge and method of Naming, which is the foundation of the magic of Roke. The girl Dory,
who."Tailoring?".South of Andanden lies a land where the ashes fell a hundred feet deep when last the volcano.the west of the world here for one
of your dad's parties.".Standing on that hill, Medra had said, "There is a vein of water, just under where I stand, that.Ember was on the dock to meet
him. Lame and very thin, he came to her and took her hands, but he could not lift his face to hers. He said, "I have too many deaths on my heart,
Elehal.".keenly and strangely as when she had come to his summoning. The rain ran down her naked head
and.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (15 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].The Hearst Corporation."It's the first time I ever saw one. . . So that's what a cigarette looks like. How can you.the winding stairs, out of the
tower, past the barracks, away from the mines. They walked through.work undone, to be a vagrant musician, a harper twanging and singing and
grinning for pennies --.grief. And so, when it became clear that the boy had a gift of magery, his father tried to beat it.chests and clothes-presses
against an infestation of moths, he said, "Seems like you'd have your.Gelluk caught his breath. Presently he said, very softly, "Can you read the
runes?".He did not ask if Otter was picking up any sign of the ore; he did not ask whether he was seeking the ore or pretending to seek it. Otter
himself could not have answered the question. In these aimless wanderings the knowledge of the underground would enter him as it used to do, and
he would try to close himself off to it. "I will not work in the service of evil!" he told himself. Then the summer air and light would soften him, and
his tough, bare soles would feel the dry grass under them, and he would know that under the roots of the grass a stream crept through dark earth,
seeping over a wide ledge of rock layered with sheets of mica, and under that ledge was a cavern, and in its walls were thin, crimson, crumbling
beds of cinnabar... He made no sign. He thought that maybe the map of the earth underfoot that was forming in his mind could be put to some good
use, if he could find how to do it..But beyond the rich and the lordly were those called the Men of Power: the wizards. Their power, though little
exercised, was absolute. In their hands lay the fate of the long-kingless kingdom of the Archipelago.."Come" she said, "before you fall asleep
there," and he followed her obediently to Berry's room, which wasn't much more than a cupboard built onto the corner of the house. Her room was
behind the chimney. Berry would come in, drunk, in a while, and she'd put down the pallet in the chimney corner for him. Let the traveler have a
good bed for a night. Maybe he'd leave a copper or two with her when he went on. There was a terrible shortage of coppers in her household these
days..The Old Speech, or Language of the Making, with which Segoy created the islands of Earthsea at the beginning of time, is presumably an
infinite language, as it names all things..could do..ordered these children to be stranded on a desert island. Among her clothes and toys the
princess.they send for the sorcerer over at Westpool, or would their own village witch do. The Master of.He looked up into the darkness. After a
while he moved his good hand a little, and the faint light
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