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The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I
read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables
with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the
Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they
abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that
which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of
saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat
King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to
two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell
thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise
in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me
no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay
him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should
guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out
from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and
this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.? ? ? ? ?
Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that
rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West, might avail..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf
dccccxxi.After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in
candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn
sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended
[the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on
chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and
they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of
gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and
carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried
it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man
of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and
from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then
said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to
the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou
the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii.
85..So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating
upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the
Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his
madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this
youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the
Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice
blew, ii. 235..? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.4. The Three Apples lxviii.Then they brought trays and tables and amongst
the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.I
went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered
to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the
cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from
him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and
said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great
crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode
extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that
oppressor.'.When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of his black
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slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman
[yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little orphans,
(96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's
presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by
his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed
the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord
with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him
meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and
they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a
single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it
eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I
enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest]
crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said,
'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with
these men, wherefore praise be to God!.So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion.
The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and
impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of
God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this
man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the]
only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What
liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in
pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we
digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God
is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the
Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy
be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him
rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments
that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent
moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy
lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried
out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace,
where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is
he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing
that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without
leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth
fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".Then he stripped him
of his clothes and clapping on his neck a heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on
this wise he abode the space of ten days. Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the
Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my
madness. So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he returned
to his own house..King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he]
would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give
himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the
merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend
and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent
speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O
my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh
answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the
following verses:.They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou
art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued
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thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed
thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By
Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe
thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with
them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers
(213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself
upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and
Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this
place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread
[the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats
and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after
which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with
all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up
to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had
suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from
the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for
reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this
plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND
NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release
him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their
ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he
was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over
falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and
their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the
Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the
planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty
degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of
the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and
the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he
suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a
man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind.
Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned
the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is
my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of
extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to
him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police
arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is
well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted
maids, and damsels black and white,.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.Then he thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and
a girdle and bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent
addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of
bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in
one of the mosques..When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king,
this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek
the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he
slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and
will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when
he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for
thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall
hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the
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multitude of his troops.'.When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and
casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then
he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded
and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air,
for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and
the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all
who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and
confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most
High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he
gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of
God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes
and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of
God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the
spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the
lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door
of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them,
which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and
beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold
slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not
for her husband]..? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..?
? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if
He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood?
Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso
seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O
king," replied the youth,.God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225.."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had
wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt
and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in
haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but
Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me,
for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited]
one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall
God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before
pardoned any..? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed
spear..Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I
lie..? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..When the company heard the seventh
officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide
things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company
and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more
extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the
sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and
took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale,
and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and
when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and
questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled
themselves with him and on this wise a number of years passed..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.Then he turned back,
pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his
face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye,
O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The
youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such
a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him
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and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily
from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..The crown
of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace,
the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can
compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof,
Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth
to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour]
to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils."
However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no
need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made
herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of
abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of
their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king
to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive
somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his
presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and
let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is
well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and
abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.After this, the
authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour
with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great
while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed
aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost
thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought
myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a
man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the
fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take
the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin
and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten
my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's
testimony.".? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..When Ibrahim
heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth
that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father
and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was
little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse
and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last;
which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it
and behold, it was scarred..? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may
assain..The Eleventh Night of the Month..Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my
comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.The following story occupies the last five Nights
(cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814),
as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and
collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18)
Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the
work..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome!
fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook
Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played
with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his
case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was
with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the
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wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it,
whilst I took the head and made for the river..Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her five hundred dinars, saying,
"Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring about
union between you, though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite thee with good!" Then she
carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open,
read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me
that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain;
for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so
how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and
indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return
to him and cut off his hope of me.".When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself
before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.On this wise they
abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the
Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to
him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were
my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.Now Afifeh and
her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting
of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and
when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the
kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her
eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart.
When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice
and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and
lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth
after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him,
'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk
[by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain
would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with
me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.? ? ? ? ? e.
The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..?THE
SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to
her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt
marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes
upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king
and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou
marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the
king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the
vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and
when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and
caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him,
'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent
to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this
ever.'.? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the
old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither
she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing
her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was
solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king
drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to
guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to him..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and
sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ?
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Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou
counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and
instructed them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with
"Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with
obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of
selling and buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him
of all whereof he asked him..Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..The Twelfth Night of the Month..Abdulmelik ben Salih the
Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all
forspent and dead!.Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth
he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the
journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth
into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? O'erbold
art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch
to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad
is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related
what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us
which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to
Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O
my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn
sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her
dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to
lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of
despair, worn out with effort all in vain..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after
which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the
folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred
over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart,
whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed!
My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to
her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou
makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but
the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing
thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she
said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit
and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:
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