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MY POETRY SORROW AND DESIRES ASSYRIAN POETRY
There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was
blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve
after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the
Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew
up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend
them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and
vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch;
and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh
ccclxxxv.As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go my
gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it,
swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and took
therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir saddle
him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set out for
Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..48.
Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..Thereupon the king went in to his
mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the
kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship
came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou
expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given
largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and
wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual],
wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to
high estate.".? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.? ? ? ? ? The road
of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of
the Old Cairo Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? From mine own land, to visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee
that spread..41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and
languishment, ii. 230..Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he
said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour
the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her
clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are
somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were
little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour
of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..After your loss, nor trace of
me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a
fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him
to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth,
but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..(When Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of
women and girls, and praised be God who hath occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave
[matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her
sister:).As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without
tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text
was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair:
the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic
scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties
presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of
the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat
ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One
Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..Then he turned
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back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes
upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying,
'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy
dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other,
'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and
embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was
come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him
not..Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all
that breathe were surely first and sole..Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over
bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I
am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he
was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of
his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the
Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they
ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the
curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords
drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk
and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the
house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him
apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger
and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in
physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a
man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As
for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in
the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the
first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the
Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which
thou hast heard.'.? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain
man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the
thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going,
behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on
him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye
ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..?STORY OF THE
SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..Now a party of the troops had
banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated
his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and
deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we
swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an
underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and
committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah
a liar..Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then
they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle
and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him,
'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person
to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and deemest that victory is in abundance
of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again
woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too,
O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I
had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was
put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I
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joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell
thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not
upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine
enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn
back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert
thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine
enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of
my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but [trusting] in His aid.'.I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love
without peer, iii. 21..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Your coming
to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab
dcccciii.Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good
breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made
thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought
unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in
being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all
endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head
against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and
his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was
his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..?THE FIFTH
OFFICER'S STORY..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion
and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest
in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul
was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I
beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".? ? ? ?
? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).Accordingly, the king bade fetch
the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he
might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories,
wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to
her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart
clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the
marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day
appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and
after put her to death..? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..? ? ? ? ? v.
The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that
which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his
troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving
way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my
messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun
forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he
will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call
among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's
country.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that
which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered
after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the
sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till
we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..96. Adi ben Zeid
and the Princess Hind ccccv.119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma
dxcvii.Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied
him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew
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a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72)
and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger?
And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy
good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money
is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.When the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions
[of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his
lodging..? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is the regal estate..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who
made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life
untroubled, clear..? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her
hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the
old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat."
Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp
youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied,
"He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she
came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our
occasions.".After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he
acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he
answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from
regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he
might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before
them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it
upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the
king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance
in good and evil cheer..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I
pray..One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay
down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless
and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his
scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself
stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's
worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought]
and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers
and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon
everything in the shop..When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said
to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest
there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What
sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and
whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her
marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to
her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight,
and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that
he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is
to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is
Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not
in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their
way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is
my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the
Faithful..When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned,
he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they
acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he
commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to
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infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.When it was
eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.Accordingly, he
made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and
abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he
answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give
thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the
young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price and
take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on deposit..? ?
? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..As for the man, he committed
his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from
himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying
alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning
neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day
appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the
gold.".Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and
remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he
had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot
stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I
will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of
having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will
escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take
the whole.'.Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing
their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better
prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So
the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have
borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I
might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a
dead man.'.36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.When they came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about
them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each other who should be the first to
discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have
ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device
to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these
wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk
and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last]
they carried them up to the king..Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 203..There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who
had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the
time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a
house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent
with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather
with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that
she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.Then I sang and
the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of
the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going
forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook
his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of
merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth,
unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I,
"Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay
down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth,
iii. 203..21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night,
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and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of
whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he
savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to
be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then
deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the
slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter
of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and
embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and
doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou,
by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute
them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to
her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful
dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion that
presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it
was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down
aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac
lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath
aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl
Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee not till
now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and
lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.? ? ? ? ? I shut
myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S
DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am
resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now
the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto
this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O
king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which
befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.Lo, since
the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the
eye..Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that the
lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the
queen was confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her
head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case
and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that
it will cease.".Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso
considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how
they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration,
for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto
we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless,
she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against
us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His
foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this
night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye
is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's
Story cxxix.How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..Calcutta (1814-18) Text..? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our
sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all delight
of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have
it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred
dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is
the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and
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tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress
and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el
Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee,
'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou
returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!'
and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.'
Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come back to thee.".64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother
ccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and
welcome their voices they did rear..And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el
Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..? ?
? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..? ? ? ? ? Were my
affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..The folk marvelled at this story with the
utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me
the following story]..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.The damsel rejoiced, when the
old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light
and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him
and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered
them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon
my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely
happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O
king,.Then said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the
frontiers of his father's kingdom, where the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The
king came out to meet him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the
goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest
of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without
telling any of the prince's death..Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him
along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great
river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after
which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his
father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history
and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..A
Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and
th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..One day my master said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or
handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a merchant and know nought but traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow
and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he brought me a bow and arrows and mounting me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at
the last of the night, and fared on till we came to a forest of great trees; whereupon he made me climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow
and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them
fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he went away and left me trembling and fearful. I abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the
elephants came out and fared hither and thither among the trees, and I gave not over shooting at them with arrows, till I brought down one of them.
So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came and carried away the dead elephant..Then the
astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded.
Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's
nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the
lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king
command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the
lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I
will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.When
Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two
slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What
would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water,"
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answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried
him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he
purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with
King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels,
besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth
to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".? ? ? ? ? She came
in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade
her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode
on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and
bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His
Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled
of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited the following
verses:.As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came
I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O
my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience
with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my
speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to
recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the
world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all
that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.Hawk and the
Locust, The, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who
is clear of sight falls into it..(continued)..One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he
took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears
and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I
that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For
this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me
of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for
other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she
fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from
her..One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so
they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a
wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out
came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart
and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..44. Haroun er
Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled
under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own
house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine,
and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was
intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she,
"I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?"
"By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?"
She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.Then
he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the
horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me,
O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he,
"I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years
have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be
the will of God the Most High.".When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.'
And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they
walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in
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the eyes of her husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he
said to his brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me
and God (to whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they
came to the village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she
recovered]..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is
no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El
Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay
him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!"
And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he
answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is
wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away.
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