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happening to her..scattered bones of men and horses stripped of flesh by vultures, vermin. Curtis and Old Yeller go now.Dark with clotted blood,

the holes no longer oozed..CELIA KALENS STRAIGHTENED the kimono-styled black-silk top over her gold lam? evening dress, then sat back

while a white-jacketed steward cleared the dinner dishes from the table. It's all unreal, she told herself again as she looked around her at the interior

of Matthew Sterm's lavish residential suite. Its preponderance of brown leather, polished wood with dull metal, shag rugs, and restrained colors

combined with the shelves of bound volumes visible in the study to project an atmosphere of distinguished masculine opulence. She had contacted

him to say that she needed to talk with him privately-no more--and within minutes he had suggested dinner for two in his suite as, "unquestionably

private, and decidedly more agreeable than the alternatives that come to mind." The quiet but compelling forcefulness of his manner had made it

impossible somehow for her to do anything but agree. She told Howard that she was returning to the ship for a night out with Veronica, who was

celebrating her divorce-which at last was true. Though Veronica was celebrating it in Franklin with Casey and his twin brother, she had agreed to

confirm Celia's alibi if anybody should ask. So here Celia was, and even more to her own surprise, dressed for the occasion..In the bathroom

though the far door of the bedroom behind the lounge, Veronica was already stripping off her fatigues and boots, which she then stowed beneath

the towels in the linen closet. By the time the outside door to the suite finally closed to cut off the noises from the house and envelop the rooms in

silence, she was putting on the flight-attendant's uniform except for the shoes. After that she used Celia's things to attend to her makeup..had

married the congressman five years ago, before the first of his three successful political campaigns..Clutching the handrail, Sinsemilla shakily

pulled herself up from the steps. She went inside, into the clock."D Company's resident miracle worker," Colman answered, but his voice was

distant as he fitted the new piece~ into the picture in his head. He made a sign to Sirocco to get Swyley up to the front of the room, and to a chorus

of groans1 Sirocco turned back and suspended the briefing once again..holds, and still the door doesn't open for him. Magic lock, bolt fused to the

striker plate by a sorcerer's.which Laura served her life sentence, that inner darkness wouldn't be brightened by them..Bobby's Honda was parked

next to a collection bin for Salvation Army thrift shops..The painter looked dubious while he inspected the windowsill that he was to tackle next.

"That doesn't make much sense," he murmured after a while. "Why would somebody stay poor if he didn't have to? That'd be a strange. kind of

way to carry on.".toward the highway, which lies a third of a mile to the south..from her TV show.".Yesterday, in this yard, as Micky had broiled

on the lounge chair, amused and a little disoriented by her.While the red and then the purple dust of twilight settled, Noah remained in the

three-bedroom suite,.Colman narrowed his eyes, barely conscious of the jealous mutterings behind him. "Well . . . sure," he said cautiously. "If it

wouldn't be any trouble to anyone. You must have talked to the two guys who were here earlier.".name for a dog.".One Door Away From

Heaven.Geneva said, "Kidneys?"."That's Jay. Jay, this is Bret--Bret Hanlon. He runs one of the other platoons and teaches unarmed combat. Don't

mess with him.".On the bosom of the dark plain below, a half-mile necklace of stopped traffic, continually growing.while. They'll be studying the

roadblock with acute interest, planning strategy in the event of a vehicle.door. If they had been genuine riders of the purple sage instead of

computer-networking specialists or."You can use a gun,. can't you, Jay?" Murphy asked. "Well, yes, but...' Jay looked taken aback.."Your bones get

soft.".contortion. He teeters but keeps his balance and puts his shaggy burden down on the floor of the.rides had taken them..Whatever the answers

might turn out to be, he couldn't fathom what they might have to do with making model steam locomotives and his father's solemn pronouncement

that it really wouldn't be a good idea for him to continue his friendship with Steve Colman. But there had been no point in making a fuss over it, so

he had lied about his intentions without feeling guilty because the people who told him not to be dishonest hadn't given him any choice. Well, they

had technically, but that didn't count because there were things they didn't understand either . . . or had forgotten, maybe. But Steve would

understand..An SD major with a smoke-blackened face and one of his sleeves? covered in blood emerged unsteadily from the tunnel mouth;

immediately behind him were four more SD's looking disheveled and one of them also bloodstained around the head. Lesley and the others came

out from cover as Jarvis and a couple of his men went forward to escort the five back..Little snot, Jay thought to himself and turned the page. The

next section of the book began with a diagram of the Centauri system which emphasized its two main binary components in their mutual

eighty-year orbit, and contained insets of their planetary companions as reported originally by the instruments of the Kuan-yin and confirmed

subsequently by the Chironians. Beneath the main diagram were pictures of the spectra of the Sunlike Alpha G2v primary with numerous metallic

lines; the cooler, K type-orange Beta Centauri secondary with the blue end of its continuum weakened and absorption bands of molecular radicals

beginning to appear; and MSe, orange-red Proxima Centauri with heavy absorption in the violet and prominent CO, CH, and TiO bands..The

answer turned out to be no when two teams of physicists on opposite sides of the world-one led by a Professor Okasotaka, at the Tokyo Institute of

Sciences, and the other working at Stanford under an American by the name of Schriber-developed identical theories to unify quarks and leptons

and published them at the same time. It turned out that the sixteen entities and "antientities" of the ground-state generation could be explained by

just two components which S themselves possessed surprisingly few innate properties: Each had a spin angular momentum of one-half unit, and

one had an electrical charge of one-third while the other had none. The other."Serial killers," Curtis gasps, pointing toward the motor home, which

is more than twenty vehicles behind.Sinsemilla, before we were ten.".JEAN FALLOWS WAS beginning to hate Chiron, the Chironians, and

everything to do with the lawless, godless, alien, hostile place. After twenty years of the familiar day-today and month-to-month routine of life
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aboard the Mayflower Ii, she missed the warmth and protectiveness that she had grown to know and yearned to be back amid the sane, civilized

surroundings that she understood. She understood a way of life in which budget and necessity decided priorities of need, in which clear rules set

limits of behavior, and where tried and trusted protocols defined role and function-her own as well as everybody else's; she did not understand, or

even want to understand, the swirling ocean of anarchy in which she now found herself, in which individuals were expected to flounder helplessly

like paper boats tossed in a tempest, with no charted shores, no havens of anchor, and no guiding stars. She had no place in it, and she desired no

place in it. Secretly she dreamed of a miracle that would turn the Mayflower Ii around and embark her on another twenty-year voyage, back to

Earth..consisting of the words "Bantam Books" and the portrayal of a rooster, is Registered in U.S. Patent and."You've already worked most of that

out.".Over his glass, Colman watched as three Special Duty troopers made their way to the bar. They stood erect and intimidating in their dark

olive uniforms, cap-peaks pulled low over their faces, and surveyed the surroundings over, hard, jutting chins. Nobody met their stares for long

before looking away. One of them murmured an order to the bartender, who nodded and quickly set up glasses, then grabbed bottles from the shelf

behind. The SD's were the elite of the regular corps, handpicked for being the meanest bastards in the Army and utterly without humor. They

reminded Colman of the commando units he had seen in the Transvaal. They provided bodyguards for VIPs on ceremonial occasions--there was

hardly any reason apart from tradition in the Mayflower II's environment--and had been formed by Borftein as a crack unit sworn under a special

oath of loyalty. Their commanding officer was a general named Stormbel. D Company made jokes about their clockwork precision on parades and

the invisible strings that Stormbel used to jerk them around, but not while any of them were within earshot. They called the SD's the Stromboli

Division..The boy and his companion crawl forward, farther under the trailer, toward the cab, and then they slip."I went, but I didn't listen much.

Besides, you aren't studying amebas and parameciums in fourth grade.".This is the largest truck stop the boy has seen, complete with a sprawling

motel, motor-home park,.could travel through the air when it flung itself out of a tight coil. She thought maybe she'd read that it."I know, but I

figured rd go take a 16ok at the place anyhow out of curiosity. That can't do any harm. Later on, well... maybe anything could happen.".hesitancy

and trots at the boy's side.."Can't you get it fixed?" Colman asked.."So?do you?" Micky asked..As if there's already something of the dog's heart

twined with his own, the boy finds his mouth filled with.men gathered alongside the craft. At this distance, it's impossible to discern whether these

are additional.and then answered to her name, although usually she appeared not to know who she was ? or to care..ate tofu and canned peaches on

a bed of bean sprouts?".moment and in the firm grip of the real.."You never know. The chances might be better after we reach Chiron," Sirocco

said. Colman's transfer application had been turned down by Engineering. "With the population exploding like crazy, there might be all kinds

of.was no absolute, top-down hierarchical structure at all. It was a microcosm of the whole planet, he was beginning to suspect. Perhaps it wasn't so

amazing that the Directorate was having problems trying to locate the government. What was amazing was not only that the system worked at all,

but that it showed every sign of doing so quite well.Doom. I remember some places, but I was too little to have memories of them all. A few

months here, a.end of a hangman's noose. Leilani looked away almost at once, and yet on the strength of a single.Here on the perimeter of a

respectable residential neighborhood in Anaheim, the home of Disneyland,.Swyley was looking distant and thoughtful behind the thick spectacles

that turned his eyes into poached eggs and made the thought of his being specially tested for exceptional visual abilities incongruous. He was

wondering how useful Stanislau's nefarious skills might he for inserting a few plus.-points into his own record in the Military's administrative

computer, but couldn't really say anything about the idea in Sirocco's presence. There was such a thing as being too presumptuous. He would talk

to Stanislau privately, he decided..in museums. Her willow-leaf eyes were as green as spring and as cool as the layered shade deep in a."Sure. Why

else?".dog lingers on the shoulder of the highway until the boy catches up with her. Then, untroubled by I he.Tail wagging, the pooch pads into the

bathroom?and straight toward the toilet cubicle.."I think we should have the dinner party I mentioned yesterday," Howard said. "Can you put

together an invitation list and send it out? The end of next week might be suitable--say Friday or Saturday."."It's an idea," Bernard said, looking up

at Lechat. "But it needs more of what Kath said-impact.".The request for brandy had been a reflex reaction to the stress of the encounter with

Sinsemilla. Over the.woman?perhaps a librarian, considering that a librarian would know how easily a book of monsters.Sterm snorted. "I need

neither. The same forces that will subdue Chiron will subdue the people also." His eyes flickered over Celia's body momentarily. "And they will

submit because they, like you, have an instinct to survive.".As the guards started forward and the members continued to sit in paralyzed silence,

Ramisson rose and walked haltingly to the center of the main aisle to face Sterm. "I will not submit to such intimidation," he said in a harsh

whisper. "Remove your men from that door." With that he turned about and began walking stiffly toward the main doors at the rear..Bernard

frowned uncomprehendingly. "Yes , . Why.Leilani said, "He comes from a family of Ivy League academic snots. Nobody in that crowd has a."Very

well," he said. "Stanislau has had his encore. Now let's get back to business..He still retained some staunch adherents, mainly among those who had

nowhere else to turn and had drawn together for protection: Among them were a sizable segment of the commercial and financial fraternity who

were unable to come to terms with an acceptance that their way of life was finished; the Mayflower II's bishop, presiding over a flock of faithful

who recoiled from abandoning themselves to the evil ways of Chiron; many from every sector of."Want to come with us?" Bernard invited..A call

came through from Brigade, and Sirocco switched into the audio channel to take it. Colman sat back and looked around. The indicators and alarms

on the console in front of him had nothing to report. Nobody was creeping about under the floor, worming their way between the structure's inner

and outer ski..~, tampering with any doors or hatches, cutting a hole through from the booster compartments, crawling down from the accelerator
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level above, or climbing furtively across the outside. Nobody, it seemed, wanted any thermonuclear warheads today. He rose and moved round

behind the chair. "Need to stretch my legs," he said as Sirocco glanced up behind his faceplate. ','It's time to do a round anyhow." Sirocco nodded

and carried on talking inside his helmet. Colman shouldered his M32 and left the guardroom..and the mattress rest upon the platform, and even the

thinnest slip of a boogeyman couldn't hide under.The propulsion systems master control computer monitored the final stages of phase-down of the

burn and shutdown the main-drive reactors. As the huge reaction dish that had contained the force of two tons of matter being annihilated into

energy every second for six months began to cool, the ship was nudged gently into high orbit at 25,000 miles by its vernier steering motors and

configured itself fully for freefall conditions to become a new star moving across 'the night skies of Chiron..Okasotaka proposed the name kami for

the two basic components, after the ancient Japanese deifications of the forces of Nature. The Japanese gods had possessed two souls-one gentle,

nigi-mi-tama; and one violent, ara-mitama-and, accordingly, Okasotaka christened his two spedes of kami "nigions" and "araons," which a

committee on international standards solemnly ratified and enshrined into the officially recognized nomenclature of physics. Schriber found a

memory aid to the various triplet combinations by humming things like "dee-dum-dum" to himself for the "up" quark, "dum-dee-dee" for the

"down" antiquark, and "dum-dum-dum" for the positron, and therefore called them "dums" and "dees," upon which his students promptly coined

"tweedle" for the general term, and much to the chagrin of the custodians of scientific dignity these versions came to be adopted through common

usage by the rest of the world's scientific community, who soon tired of reciting "nigi-nigi-ara" and the like to each other. The scientists were less

receptive to Schriber's claim that Quandum Mechanics had at last been unified with Relatividee..The dog follows at his heels.."Those for?" Lechat

invited. All of the members' hands went tip. "Against?" There were no hands. "The resolution is passed," Lechat announced. Phoenix had officially

become a part of Chiron once again.."They may be a handful," Adam added from across the room, "but they control the ship's heavy weapons.

We've given them every chance, and we've encouraged as many people to get themselves out of it as was humanly possible. Our whole world is at

stake. If they begin issuing threats or deploying those weapons, the ship will be destroyed. They' can be no changing that decision. It was made a

long time ago.".in fact, the reason that he lived at all..country, to the sites of famous close encounters, from Roswell, New Mexico, to Phlegm Falls,

Iowa,.Retreating toward the front door, with the dismayed dog at his side, he?s aware of people staring at him..suspected that she'd crossed the line

between the wrong and the right kinds of sassy, and in fact walked.morning cartoon programs that had been the Sole source of moral education

during their formative years..everything else is gloriously full, round, smooth, and too firmly packed even to dimple. "Curtis, you."You do now."

Merrick arched his fingers in front of his face. "Would you say that delinquency and criminal tendencies do, or do not, reflect the image we ought

to be trying to maintain of the Service?"."Then there's your answer.".Celia swallowed as she found herself unable to summon the indignation that

Sterm's words warranted. "What makes you think it isn't?" She avoided his eyes. "Why else would I be here?.In the D Company Orderly Room in

the Omar Bradley barracks block, Hanlon secured his ammunition belt, put.Dr. Doom had gone out to a movie or to dinner. Or to kill

someone..Jarvis and Chaurez glanced at each other. Then Jarvis looked away as a new report came up on one of the screens. "Peterson has come

out for Borftein in the Government Center," he muttered over his shoulder. "I guess it's all over in the Columbia District. That has to give them the

whole Ring.".He rations her sausages because he knows that if overfed she'll become sick..Weathered stone sentinels loom like the Injuns who

probably stood here to watch wagon trains full of."More like a few days," Leilani said. "We just spent July in Roswell, actually, because it was July

1947.Micky. "Maybe it'll settle our nerves, dear.".faraway Texas, but the boy is no longer in the mood to sing along..place mats from Wal-Mart.

The homey glow of three unscented candles that had been acquired with.all around her people perished in the cold and fell through the ice that,

though solid under her, was.After a hesitation, Leilani said, "Dr. Doom says he's had this vision that we'll both be healed by.he now tied in a

hangman's knot. "What answer?" he asked, recalling the Circle of Friends thug with the."Because she knows what she's talking about, right?"

Bernard said..The bright, sharp memory of that violence would shred his sanity if he dwelt on it. For the sake of.eccentric.".between the half-closed

drapes tantalized with the prospect of an image suitable for the front page of the.Although the sky was a furnace grate, although Micky was slick

with coconut-scented lotion and sweat,.never seen their faces clearly..With no hesitation, determined to make his mother proud, to be daring and

courageous, the boy sprints."As long as you think of me as a handicapped waif, your pity doesn't allow you to be impolite. On the."You hush your

mouth, Burt Hooper," says the majestic Donella. "A man who wears bib overalls and.Lesley held his eye for a second, then nodded. "The situation

is that we've got an attack from the Battle Module coming up one of the aft feeder ramps right now. We've powered down the transit systems

through the ramp to slow them down, so between us we should be able to hold them off until your backup gets here. How long should they take?"

They began walking quickly into the lock toward its outer door, beyond which the lines diverged into tunnels radiating away to the feeder ramps

and the ramscoop support housings.."If Lukipela isn't on an alien planet, then he's somewhere else, and wherever that somewhere might

be,.character of all their voices suggests that the battle isn't over and perhaps isn?t going to be brief be brief;."He wouldn't believe us:' Lechat said

bleakly. "It sounds like the first bluff anyone would try.".Fewer than half the stools and chairs were occupied. Several guys and one woman wore

cowboy hats,.Celia raised her head suddenly to look up at Lechat. "But I only shot him twice, not six times as the soldiers found. And the house

hadn't been broken into when I left. Don't you see what that means?"."Primed and ready for immediate launch," Stormbel replied in a monotone.

"Programmed for air-burst at two thousand feet, impacting after thirteen minutes. Warhead twenty megatons equivalent, non-recallable and

nondefusible after firing.".Colman looked away in a daze. Hanlon and Armley were waiting impatiently, and Jay was watching imploringly. He
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thought furiously. Why Celia should be in danger and desperate to escape, he didn't know, but he could find out later. If he said he had to get away

for a few hours. Sirocco would cover for him, so that was okay. The threat of the Chironians' being able to destroy the ship was obviously the most

serious problem but there was little likelihood of that becoming critical within the next few hours; on the other hand, Celia was already committed

to whatever she and Veronica had cooked, up between them, and that couldn't be delayed or changed. So Celia would have to come first. Jay could

go home and tell his father that Colman would be a while; at the same time Jay would be able to warn the Fallowses to be prepared for more

company, since Colman would have to take Celia there with him. In fact that would probably work out pretty well since it would enable her to be

smuggled out of Phoenix in one operation with Bernard and the other fugitive that Jay had mentioned. Vehicles flying out of Phoenix were

programmed to operate only inside a narrow corridor unless specifically authorized to go to some other destination, so the smuggling would have to

be across the border. He could fix something with Sirocco back in the Orderly Room, no doubt, but that was a relatively minor issue since Colman

was already adept at getting himself in and out of Phoenix. As for Veronica's getting away from the base, he would have to leave that to

Hanlon..the scales. In a reek of scorched rubber, with one last attenuated grunt of protesting gears, it shudders to.She placed the first-aid kit on the

bed, beside her mother's digital camera..locked. He rattles it up and down, up and down, insistently, to no effect.."Me?" Jay exclaimed. 'I'll come

long, sure, but I thought it was you who couldn't resist it."."What are the gifts still talking about in there?" Bernard asked... Jean took the boots and

turned them over in her hands. Then she picked up the parks, unfolded it, and studied it in silence for a couple of seconds. "But . . . these are good,

Jay," she said. A concerned expression spread over her face. "Where . . . how did you get them? I mean... what's all this going to cost?"."You're a

better person than any of them.".longer, twinkles diamond-bright and ruby-red. From this elevation, he can see the interdiction point to the.of

hundred-dollar bills..Colman grinned. "Good thinking. We were starting to talk shop." Re inclined his head to where Veronica was still talking

animatedly between Kath's twin sons and evidently enjoying herself. "Somebody seems to be quite a hit over there."."Yeah, I remember now."."I

would prefer not to use that term," the major answered. "The legal ramifications are not for me to comment on. But our own authorities will

naturally wish to conduct an inquiry, and the weapons will be needed as evidence.".the corner at the far end of the hallway, disappearing into the

elevator alcove, the path that she had.with wonder as she contemplated the immensity of creation..The rural Colorado darkness is not disturbed by

approaching headlights or receding taillights. When he.that have real issues to resolve.".Leilani shrugged. "It's the truth. I couldn't make up

anything as weird as what is. In fact, they blasted her.Geneva was the only one to bring tears to the table, and she blew her nose noisily in a

Kleenex. Of."Fear implies respect," Leilani said..Marie walked across the room end gazed at the large screen. "Does this work?" she asked.."I

second the motion," a voice called out promptly.."Bluffing, hell." Driscoll laid down five more aces, and the room erupted into laughter and

applause..The preacher wheeled round and fixed him with an intimidating glare that failed to intimidate. "Do you believe in atoms?"
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