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112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the
king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's
commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O
vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a
man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the
midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked
the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand
dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for
fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be
sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the
other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she,
"Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not
have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of
buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me,"
answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have
him.".Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan,
King, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..So, when he arose in the
morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him,
'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his house are four staves
and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?' When the
merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may consider the
answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every
day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and
entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased
not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth
the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his
beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and
bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no
light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".When the morning morrowed, the draper went
out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So
she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she supposed) on account of the
burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall
fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this be?"
"To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from
thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to the young man and told him
what had passed..?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper
ccxciv.When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and
he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon
she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had lost.' And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God
and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between
them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister
Selma..The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the
man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With
burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En
Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so,
if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them
a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and
if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and
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said,.92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her
chamber, saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O
Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed
the earth and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for
solace I entreat.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.94. The Man's
Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore
and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his
servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the
offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O
King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency
is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days,
and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off
from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..? ? ?
? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..Wife, The Old Woman and the
Draper's, ii. 55..130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.? ? ? ? ? "My soul
be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians
and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions
that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the
kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the
enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the
Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode
established upon the accepted customs..The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand
dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the
Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to
them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..123. The Blacksmith who
could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse
with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw
him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and
entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and
cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and
confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and
fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate
till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in
order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds
and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of
damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to delight..? ? ? ?
? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in
torment and dismay..When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service
and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of
honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest
concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman,
endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head,
weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and
hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the
other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the
Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause
of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh
and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady
but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered,
and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.Then
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Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good,
till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon
he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this
wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he
advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a
single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor
was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and
the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which
befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and
despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force
and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they
all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all
agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him.
Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?"
And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst
his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while
Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and
there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he
was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may
talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then
he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to
him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn
and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great
pearls and rubies and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and
fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O
queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the
following verses:.King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out
from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself,
leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might
condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his
boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my
lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".39. Abou
Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in
number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the
prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of
one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets
and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and
grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came
to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of
their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..When Galen saw what
appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and
drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,'
answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said
Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which
he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of the matter of the dower..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and
how God gave him, i. 174..?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the
former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity
on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his
brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant
prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a
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brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an
exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very
father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..?OF CLEMENCY..? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk
do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about
among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the
hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with
him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after
awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after
which she returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee
with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will
do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she
thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the
costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal
robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil
and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121)
So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's
daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued,
'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee
and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry
and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came
to teach the Truth to those in error's way..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may
hope again thy sight?".A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..When the king
heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..? ? ? ? ?
Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..When Hafizeh had made an
end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of
the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she
and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse
than he opprest...? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..Then she was
silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and
caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the
kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in
the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who
appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head,
whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found her
lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that
she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And
he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou
mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and
handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my
son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king
heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King
Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but
severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.? ? ? ? ? The road of
right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay.."When I [returned from my sixth
voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my
time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The
doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.'
So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with
honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my
lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present,
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even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented
himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.There was
once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to
preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond
in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the
man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition
aforesaid]..Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a
window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said,
"Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by
the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to
me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his
case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and
bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give
me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer
thereto.".? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.An if my
substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him
hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that
the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had
presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they
counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched.
So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a
company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that
which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the
[ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..Here
Queen Es Shuhba bade them farewell and taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes and the Sheikh
Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty gather
together all that she had gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her, and in
less than the twinkling of an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and went away.
When Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence.
Then she took the lute and tuned it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears,
right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..The Nineteenth Night of the Month..So he did this, and when
it was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he sent to him
and summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and
when he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him with
stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no
motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night.
When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they
took him up..? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the
event..Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two
sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they
brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all
present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.When the king heard this, wonderment gat
hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont.
Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el
Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had
betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to
(195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that
indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights
and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the
Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin,
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rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his
face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the
idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the
sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier,
"is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that
which befell between them.".One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and
Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised
himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and
they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the
gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168)
of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and
deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of
her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath
spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before
me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught;
wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited
strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed
for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only
carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with
him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a
Satan, and donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his
arm and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the
Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life,
thou wilt never again look upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he
speak, they will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder,
for I am better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace
past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth
their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured
from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then
he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the
night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and
assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the
night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had
wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..When the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade
restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I
from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight
with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..The prince thanked them and said to
them, 'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of
the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding
my mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,'
rejoined they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each
of them brought out to him money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far
from the city, and giving him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and
entered those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in
ploughing and sowing and the like..King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..Now there was in the house a
fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and
going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end.
Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose
me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose
thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and
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when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.? ? ? ? ? Raiment of
silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and
ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.? ? ? ? ? r. Prince
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