Promises Of The Dead

PROMISES OF THE DEAD
? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129) had caused us to rue..Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy
playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is
extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging
of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to
Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to
her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier
Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied
Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me
bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole
year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and
they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she
fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went
out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's
Story dccccxxxv.Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came
under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the
belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was
doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow
for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and
seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay
over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These
are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with
them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh
took the lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.144. The Lovers of the Benou
Udhreh dclxxxviii.Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's
Daughter cccclxxvii.24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv.When the king heard this, he said in himself,
"Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the
thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he
returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay
himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon
he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt
me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the
rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i.
203..? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..Then they brought
trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were
graven the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise
resign..Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the
Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and
obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing,
and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and
gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif
came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to
his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and
shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well
My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had
created nought else whereat to jeer?".There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother
who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was
there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the
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other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called
Shah Khatoun..Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they
would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son
and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device
against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced
that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king
and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the
youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch,
marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her
all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and
none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the
censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his
slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth
thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When
she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight
and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his
due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, highbreasted maids, and damsels black and white,.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ?
? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.The Seventeenth Night of the Month..Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's,
ii. 53..?OF THE APPOINTED TERM, (128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY
NOT BE ADVANCED..[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he
answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come
forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore
prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward,
(74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed
upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..So she donned a devotee's habit and
betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a
stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house
and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an
occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion
and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest
thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to
prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her
absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him
of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.51. The
Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.When the evening evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before
him, whereupon he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.So they ate and
Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like
unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the
other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all
whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be
disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I
cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of
him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es
Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh
had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel
ccclxxxix.Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden
are my traces from the wise men's sight,.Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for
never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that
thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of
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those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an
extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.'
So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight.
Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and]
overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth
he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power
and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his
people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much
people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the
people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es
Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess
Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what
befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy
love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh
ccclxxxiii.King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.Then they went on a little, and thieves met them
and despoiling them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman
wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us
and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall
revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the
issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife,
'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered
the village.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me,
and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a
pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that
which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.As for me, I stood, with my
head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless
baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the
folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the
end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it
reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and
that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed
I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but
happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).O friends, the
tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me
the amorous delight,.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep;
and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So
she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch
cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".I am filled full of
longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am
a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou
complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God
the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou
come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of
God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the
city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..? ? ? ? ? i. The
Spider and the Wind dcxv.She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!"
Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed
thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known
that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man
without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..At this the accursed Iblis was
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moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight,
entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first
and sang the following verses:.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.? ? ? ? ?
My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends
forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.Officer's Story, The
Thirteenth, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..'Thou
liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them
to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and
that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history
from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that
which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and
upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion
with] his wife and children.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar
said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.? ? ? ? ? It rests with
him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story
that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and
what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king
and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his
custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they
talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand
alike.'".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;"
and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate
solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard
tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be
prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk
that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of
him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their
joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He
saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.'
Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite
thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be
patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy
wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her,
and setting her behind him, went his way..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his
Name ccvi.Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then
he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the
season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the
following verses:.One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's
palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of
the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time
in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.El Abbas
went in and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh,
whereupon he fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came
and finding the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived and the king said to him,
"God keep thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed
me a thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he stood before
him, he said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king,"
answered the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest
thou the art of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So he wrought
yonder portrait and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day.".21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.Had we
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thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..The old man took the
casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to
relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el
Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us
presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By
Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following
verses:.Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king
who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his
guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the
latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I
will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food
before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew
that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the
vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".The folk marvelled at this story with
the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told
me the following story]..? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to brook that unto it
pertain..Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and
when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord
the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them,
'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be
present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of
experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee
see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the
assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..Then he
stripped him of his clothes and clapping on his neck a heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two
anights; and on this wise he abode the space of ten days. Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for
this is the Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn
from my madness. So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he
returned to his own house..? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.When the evening evened, the king sent after the vizier
and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know,
O illustrious lord, that.? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty.."There was
once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child,
and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out,
journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who
should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated
him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this;
whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his
return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his
own country..? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is
due..They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and recognizing him,
said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled with an exceeding
wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the treasure and
brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast us into this
pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.So I arose and gathering
wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark
thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety,
[well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up
there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the
raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and
committed myself to the stream..Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5.."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God
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bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi]
Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?"
And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib
dcxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..? ? ? ?
? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you present!.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in
the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you
again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the
Khalif, iii. 171..Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name
Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel
and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of
his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air,
Without my consent, unaware;.142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for
Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in
Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he
ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness
and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried
and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and
fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his
children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of
Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of
their story..'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money,
bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I
espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and
recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he
had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself,
"Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and
said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred
to mine also; so go in peace."'.With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes and he cried out to
Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay
me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead
save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and]
abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate
made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.24. Maan ben Zaideh and the
three Girls cclxxi.Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..When the king
heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him
and bade him withdraw to his lodging..? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding
darkness were..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord
of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and
magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest
parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was
endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she
had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had
thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment
to mankind..So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the
king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched
his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he
summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present
before him and gave him the letter..There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to
his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those
of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he married the
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daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house
in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off,
and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto
evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops
to the rout and slaying his guards..16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.The Cadi was perplexed and knew that
constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If
thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce
her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself
awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop
and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the
blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and
joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion
and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they
decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And
Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them
the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".The Khalif laughed at his speech
and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O
my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with
the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions
and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and
good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions
upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I
found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained
to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they
cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain
any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should
recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you
near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain.
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