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As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to
our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen
you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except
thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and
Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children;
nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".Whenas the soul desireth
one other than its peer, ii 207..So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief
officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they
assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and
seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him,
and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom
God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His
ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to
him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk
talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they
[brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his
head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored
him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of
my life I do not reckon aye;.The Fourth Night of the Month..?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..O friends, the
tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought
down on me estrangement and dismay..143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S
WIFE..? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..Meanwhile, the woman
went out at hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the
towns-folk for the tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being
acquainted therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were
present. When he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with
him and passed the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and
he lusted after her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had
done with him of kindness and how she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE
BARMECIDES. (84).? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.Then he bade lodge him near
himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water
therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know
that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong
to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew
that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I
knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess.
Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed
overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I
was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.The draper answered with "Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the deputy's
presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At break of
day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about him and all
who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited abroad. Then
he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and complained and made a show of distraction..? ? ? ? ?
Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..Then she arose and going in to
the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said
to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know
not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath
done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless
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woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she
said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair,
do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched
him.'.When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and
he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee!
Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.Thou that the dupe of yearning art,
how many a melting wight, iii. 86..118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..Presently,
Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had
betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251)
nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.? ? ? ? ? c.
The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE
POOR OLD MAN..So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in
the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.'
So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel,
(184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185)
Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her
beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent
in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he
acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart
cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband,
and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him
retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the
king.].? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..Then the
old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there
befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that
he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him
and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his
whilom place of duresse..The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army
and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and
overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the
enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name
of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud
concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and
entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..90. The Devout
Prince cccci.To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third
and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her
strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for
the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she
sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the
top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself,
whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou
bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the
Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her,
'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me
also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am
come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines
nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would
well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and
thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..150. The Rogueries of
Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.133. The City of Brass dlxvi.4. The Three Apples lxviii.? ? ? ? ? God to a
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tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred
thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of
thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present
were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and
rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy
palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her
none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool,
made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him
after her and wept sore..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to
me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in
quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took
up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and
said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when
his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned
him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves
with him and on this wise a number of years passed..?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO
ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they
came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the
damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel
and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When
Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and
thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing,
teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in
the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and
her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked
on her..When the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves
that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..Now the late king had
left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the
old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect
for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by
day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with
his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between
his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said
to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif,
"wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of
Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..Now the king of the city was dead
and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that
turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to
the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they
made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in
the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and
he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him
who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his
back..35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the
days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine,
to lose my wits I'm fain..Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her
with his case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and
named to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief
go his way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered
he, 'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he
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went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our
Lord Jesus.".So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and
Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the
slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man
replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him,
she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some
default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh
presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is
an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have
diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac
ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the
boon-companion?' (176).? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.Razi (Er) and
El Merouzi, ii. 28..Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her
slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she
recited the following verses:.At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the
fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.When she had made an
end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then
she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried
behind..? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he
fare..Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and
descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred
dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him,
'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer
and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to
him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's
words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent
therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on
the sea, so he might travel..Trust in God, Of, 114..Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..Old Sharper, Story of the, ii.
187..Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign
an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it
but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought
of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of
him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case;
whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a
place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should
do..Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and
beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of
all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store
by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content
with him..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.? ? ? ? ? I had not
left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of
love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.So he carried her to a place wherein was
running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing,
and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel
and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place,
where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to
him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do
with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will
take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'.When she had made an end of her verses, she
folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then
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took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction
and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did
she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute
(now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my
sight!.Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion."
And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to
him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129) had caused us to
rue..The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a
tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken
with the scent, iii. 125..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade
Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..When the
king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that
the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and
scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were
four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said
ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..? ? ? ? ? Hence on
the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for
amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last,
[and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that
had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side
of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the
palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them,
men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens,
and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and
described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men
and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was
thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him
that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it
to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she
had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried
her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds
and colours among the Jinn..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet
unright;.Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57.."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?"
"Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the
chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In
Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the
rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the vizier
promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise
yield consent to that thou dost opine..? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..6. Story of the
Hunchback cii.The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of
thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the
cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen
of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised
the following verses:.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the
money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the
damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down
and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.It chanced one day that
they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle
with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened
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his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to
him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair
fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me,
that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling
and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they
fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.?STORY OF THE HAWK
AND THE LOCUST..When the evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the
hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend
its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Me, till I stricken
was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of
the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and
reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed
on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat
down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the
Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.So Iblis the
Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing.
Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And flout the time that
languishing doth go..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.So the vizier returned to the king and said to
him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel
should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had
taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the
king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..? ? ? ? ? f.
The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon
dxxxiv.When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of
the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him,
salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still
minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making
myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he
will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me
aught..134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i.
13..? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..The queen rejoiced
in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the
queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and
the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead,
a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding
and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the
goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship
in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed
to cite,.? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.? ? ? ? ? No
good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story
of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We
will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and
she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the
costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal
robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil
and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121)
So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's
daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued,
'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee
and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry
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and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..44.
Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him,
we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me
[first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come
home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the
appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a
great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding
fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open
not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am
affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy
door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus
engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw
the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse
belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at
the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he;
and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my
lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..The king gave him leave for this and
the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with
me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a
solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a
device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When
the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying,
"I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who
bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights,
drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be
blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the
queen, "And I also will say thus."."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High
put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might
outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:]
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