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? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..Here Queen Es Shuhba bade them

farewell and taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes and the Sheikh Aboultawaif addressed

himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty gather together all that she had

gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her, and in less than the twinkling of

an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and went away. When Tuhfeh found

herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence. Then she took the lute

and tuned it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For

souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special] service of the king, who slept

not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of gold,

saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would

have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange us all

from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you say to

his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a transgressor

against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?" And the first make answer, "He

outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but

me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest

thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him

thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys answered,

'We will say this.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make

her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn aside..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.On this wise, O King

Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not;

indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the

merchants.".As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and

oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was

ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy

wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and

the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine

oath.".Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.When she had made an end of her song,

Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred

dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red

anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and

improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.Police, El Melik ez Zahir

Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its

practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".The Tenth Day..So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and

said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be

everything I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my

food and went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook,

who returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this

wise, they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there

is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he

gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was

to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".143. Ibrahim of Mosul and

the Devil dclxxxvii.When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth,

who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite

our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating

themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou

heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour

for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth
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that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if

the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old

Bedouin dclx.King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his

camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or

small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp.

When they met him, they all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the

coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed

and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..35.

Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..Affairs,

Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to

intercede.'.Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a

goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the

cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than

a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was

due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders

thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the

surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of

him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek,

whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath

set.'.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and

safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her

mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her

dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed

in her heart..? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering mind..144. The Lovers of the

Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when

Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the

prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no

[helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words

are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy

household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars,

and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he

heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do

thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God

for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come

also.'.Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and

problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them

also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king

to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's

contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he

upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight,

your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst

infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and

majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule

with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most

delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth

the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a

solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".This was all the

merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they

played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up,
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O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he

had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and

accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation.

Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the

morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their

talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an

underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how

thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou

Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir

held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord,

come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four

pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and

behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed.

He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as

he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers,

whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do

we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".There was once a man of the Arabs who

had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more

perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither

was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..As for me, I stood, with my head

bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless

baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the

folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the

end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it

reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and

that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed

I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but

happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they

feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so

should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man

nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of

the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the

hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a

proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of

the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the

Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and

threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then

he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted

his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..Meanwhile, the people of

the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death

and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of

the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes

of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself,

'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the

provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had

renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence;

yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end

of that which my friend related to me.".The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to

thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the

sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no
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knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face

be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say

thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money

may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent

again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber,

and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy

saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".When Zuheir heard his

words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his

friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with

me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and

found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King

Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself

to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they

replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of

thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this;

wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast,

indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the

water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth,

and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a

comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king]

Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir

said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present

were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my

friend and I.".? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).An if my

substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the

king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of

him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they

brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my

hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion

that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for

that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell

down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her

lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell

me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy

slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee

not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in

beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.? ? ?

? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and

gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with

him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people

of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to

make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her

religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of

the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".Presently, the chief workman

came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation

beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank

exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his

magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a

sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in

the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and
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sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that

thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the

prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands

had wroughten..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here,

ii. 234..?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have

nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the

empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of

the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of

the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not

and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and

he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for

fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father

and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?'

Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the

daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O

Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she

took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.'

Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides

besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after

thee.'.27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..The king marvelled at this and at his dealing

and contrivance and invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to

him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem

tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?'

And the other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the

other two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it

and I shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!'

['How so?' asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and

said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he

hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by

force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied

with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem;

wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".When it was the ninth day, the viziers

[foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and

ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and

were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and

said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and

drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he

abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And

they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the

city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".Then he

arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject

unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion."

Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the

King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are

occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?"

And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my

comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with

confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will

assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his

colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the
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matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and

her Two Lovers dlxxxi.?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I

were a servant in waiting at your door!.? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the

vine..? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his

words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she

said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know

thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the

camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news

and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did

entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.? ? ? ? ? They

left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he

abode his day in his house..Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I

beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and

be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of

black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths,

and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a

bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing

other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding

and amazed the wit..He who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.112. Aboulhusn and

his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The

only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and

of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and

correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by

the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the

scent, iii. 125..? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..Merchant

and his Sons, The, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou

didst smite..Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord

in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I

sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her

maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I

rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer

and his Wife dccccvii.Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan

dcccclix.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and

summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ?

This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..A certain assessor was one day

taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door.

The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an

one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth

my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and

the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and

come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter,

he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as

witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an

excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant

of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the

Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah

Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had

brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is

this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!'

answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with
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her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner

and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he

went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that

in my vitals flare..Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..'I was aforetime in such a

city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out

to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I

[waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered

he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up

the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the

money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may

carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.106. The Man of

Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is

wried..Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said,

"Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he

said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left

him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young

and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as

often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear,

whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif

[well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought

in answer can I say..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she

smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.When the night

came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.The

folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a

marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he]

would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give

himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the

merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend

and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he

returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay

himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon

he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt

me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the

rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the

words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the

lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O

eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the

contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one,

her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it

to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the

lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".? ? ?

? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..? ?

? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,
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