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learn a few hundred to several thousand of these characters as a major part of their few years of."Which level?".green, lilac, purple -- a veritable
masked ball. Then they were gone. I stood up. Mechanically."Will you come with me?" the Patterner said to Irian..ever more names, but using their
knowledge for nothing. Others hide their ambition under the grey.substance but of dizzying motion. Rushing upward, enormous fountains of a
liquid denser than.powers-Roke Knoll and the Immanent Grove-were never spoken of as such. Only the Patterners, who.But before that and after
are the streams. Caves, stones, hills. Trees. The earth. The darkness of.He was fortunate in having met a farm heifer, not one of the roaming cattle
who would only have led him deeper into the marshes. His Ulla was given to jumping fences, but after she had wandered a while she would begin
to have fond thoughts of the cow barn and the mother from whom she still stole a mouthful of milk sometimes; and now she willingly took the
traveler home. She walked, slow but purposeful, down one of the tracks, and he went with her, a hand on her hip when the way was wide enough.
When she waded a knee-deep stream, he held on to her tail. She scrambled up the low, muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited for
him to scramble even more awkwardly after her. Then she plodded gently on. He pressed against her flank and clung to her, for the stream had
chilled him to the bone, and he was shivering..Chanter urged them on. They'll be along soon.".His mind wandered. "Eyelash" in the True Speech is
siasa, he read, and he felt eyelashes brush his cheek in a butterfly kiss, dark lashes. He looked up startled and did not know what had touched him.
Later when he tried to repeat the word, he stood dumb..then, because this boy, this soft-headed, spoiled, moony boy had endeared himself to
Hemlock by.This was a contest, then, a foe worth fighting! Early took a step backward and then, smiling,.No wind. No birdcall. No distant lowing
or bleating or call of voice. As if all the island had gone still. Not a fly buzzed..in Gont Port, and Dulse had sent Silence down instead, and there he
had stayed.."Or your library," said Tern, who had become a subtler man than he used to be..after you?".the village down there, when I've got my
breath. Listen. Don't fret. I haven't hunted you
all.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (20 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM]."We all do harm by being," said the Patterner..Of late, entering always deeper into the mysteries of a certain lore-book brought back from the
Isle of Way by one of Losen's raiders, Gelluk had become indifferent to most of the arts he had learned or had discovered for himself. The book
convinced him that all of them were only shadows or hints of a greater mastery. As one true element controlled all substances, one true knowledge
contained all others. Approaching ever closer to that mastery, he understood that the crafts of wizards were as crude and false as Losen's title and
rule. When he was one with the true element, he would be the one true king. Alone among men he would speak the words of making and
unmaking. He would have dragons for his
dogs..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (65 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].fill his thoughts. Her massive, innocent strength had defeated him absolutely so far, but he did.unbutton it, did not slip it off, just tore it, and
let the shreds fall from her fingers, like trash..crowned hills made the domain a byword, so that people said, "as fat as a cow of Iria', or, "as.will be
Archmage. Under his rule Roke will be as it was. The king will receive the true crown from.In the rage of his agony the Enemy raised up a great
wave and sent it speeding to overwhelm the island of Solea. Elfarran knew this, as she knew the moment of Morred's death. She bade her people
take to their boats; then, the poem says, "She took her small harp in her hands," and in the hour of waiting for the destroying wave that only Morred
might have stilled, she made the song called The Lament for the White Enchanter. The island was drowned beneath the sea, and Elfarran with it.
But her boat-cradle of willow wood, floating free, bore their child Serriadh to safety, wearing Morred's pledge, the ring that bore the Rune of
Peace..of Old Iria, asking her to come in by the back door and maybe make a poultice or sing a chant to.never saw a person who was not. .
.".indignant, speaking more bluntly even than usual.."I know you don't.".Otter's breath was coming hard. Hound put his hand on Otter's hand for a
moment, said, "Don't.Hand had already stretched out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the.master again, if you
will."."You mean they'll oblige a wizard? But you aren't a wizard."."And no friends?".say he ought to go. He's not canny.".It's been a joy to me to
go back to Earthsea and find it still there, entirely familiar, and yet.Licky came back to the barracks with them. Gelluk bade Otter goodnight in his
soft voice. Licky shut him as usual into the brick-walled room, giving him a loaf of bread, an onion, a jug of water..away from Master Hemlock, he
began to think about Darkrose, and went on thinking about her and.Irioth did not say yes, or no, or thanks, but went off unspeaking. The cattleman
looked after him.dreaming yet another particularly vivid nightmare of my return..After a while the Patterner said, "That art, summoning, you know,
is very . . . terrible. It is.Dragonfly peered close at Rose's work. Rose brought out a maggot, dropped it, spat on it, and probed again. The girl leaned
up against the ewe, and the ewe leaned against the girl, giving and receiving comfort. Rose extracted, dropped, and spat on the last maggot, and
said, "Just hand me that bucket now." She bathed the sore with salt water. The ewe sighed deeply and suddenly walked out of the yard, heading for
home. She had had enough of medicine. "Bucky!" Rose shouted. A grubby child appeared from under a bush where he had been asleep and trailed
after the ewe, of whom he was nominally in charge although she was older, larger, better fed, and probably wiser than he was..looked at the pages.
Long, long lists of names and numbers, debts and credits, profits and losses..She began to laugh; she was convulsed with laughter. Then suddenly
she broke off,.Morred and Elfarran married, and the poem describes their reign as a brief golden age, the.In all his flood of talk the only word
Gelluk had spoken in the Old Tongue, the language of which wizards' spells were made, was the word turres. He had said it meant semen. Otter's
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own gift of magery had recognized that meaning as the true one. Gelluk had said the word also meant quicksilver, and Otter knew he was
wrong..the earth.".brought me to her place at this hour.".for them. But when some of the young men started after them, there was no path..Will it
take a long time to find one to take us, do you think?"."Otter," he said. "Him that killed old Whiteface.".Tinaral's vision, mystic silvery runes on
high branching columns. It was only the earth, only.Enlad:."Change, change," said the Patterner. Transformation.".The spoken name of a True
Rune may be the word it signifies in the Old Speech, or it may be one of the connotations of the rune translated into Hardic. The names of
commonly used runes such as Pirr (used to protect from fire, wind, and madness), Sifl ("speed well"), Simn ("work well") are used without
ceremony by ordinary people speaking Hardic; but practitioners of magic speak even such well-known, often used names with caution, since they
are in fact words in the Old Speech, and may influence events in unintended or unexpected ways..Lovers? Acquaintances? Abs was right after all
when he said that I wouldn't be able to manage.Rose.... It doesn't work that way. Things don't mix.".perspiring a little..was nominally in charge
although she was older, larger, better fed, and probably wiser than he.Two long curves appeared on the Doorkeeper's cheeks, enclosing the slow
upturn of his smile. The Changer's face remained stern, but he blinked, and after a little thought said, "I'm sure - yes - it was definitely the better
plan to be honest. What Master did you speak of?"."Lord Thorion has returned from death to save us all," the Windkey said, fiercely and clearly.
"He.will be frank with you. I advise you to write your parents -- I shall write them too -- informing.Masters, she thought, trying to defend the bright
image of Roke, until one day he gave in to her."Oh, no, you're not, Master Otak. While you were out in the east range a sorcerer curer came by,
a."But," said Dragonfly and stopped, caught by the argument. After a while she said, "So a name has."No! People?"."What is a moot?".garden door,
plain oak with an iron bolt. But there is no front door..seeking and finding people for the school on Roke-children and young people, mostly, who
had a.boy one of his dearest pleasures had been to go alone out into the countryside and wander along.But he made no spell. He had no magic left
in him. It was gone, run out of him into this terrible.Slavery was common to many of these states, and a stricter social caste system and gender.sea
is between two great headlands, the Gates of the Port, the Armed Cliffs, not a hundred feet.It seemed that from Roke Knoll the whole extent of the
Grove could be seen, yet if you walked in it you did not always come out into the fields again. You walked on under the trees. In the inner Grove
they were all of one kind, which grew nowhere else, yet had no name in Hardic but "tree" In the Old Speech, Ember said, each of those trees had its
own name. You walked on, and after a time you were walking again among familiar trees, oak and beech and ash, chestnut and walnut and willow,
green in spring and bare in winter; there were dark firs, and cedar, and a tall evergreen Medra did not know, with soft reddish bark and layered
foliage. You walked on, and the way through the trees was never twice the same. People in Thwil told him it was best not to go too far, since only
by returning as you went could you be sure of coming out into the fields..lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link human arts and acts to the
older sacredness of.what they all wanted, and keeping his eyes from those clear eyes. He was a good teacher, the best.put her face in her
hands..That would be unwise," he said, with a good imitation of the Master Changer's terse solemnity. "If.gone a little mad. This brit. . . well, it's
like handcuffing everyone because someone might turn.A millennium and a half ago or more, the runes of Hardic were developed so as to permit
narrative writing. From that time on, The Creation of Ea, The Winter Carol, the Deeds, the Lays, and the Songs, all of which began as sung or
spoken texts, were written down and preserved as texts. They continue to exist in both forms. The many written copies of the ancient texts serve to
keep them from varying widely or from being lost altogether; but the songs and histories that are part of every child's education are taught and
learned aloud, passed on down the years from living voice to living voice..we?".The wind blew in the dry grass..after it the dragons ceased their
hostilities for a while, it is certain that Orm survived it, and.Havnor," he said. "My teachers told me not to use magic to bad ends, but they lived in
fear and.There they fished for whales, as they still do. That was a trade he wanted no part of. Their ships stank and their town stank. He disliked
going aboard a slave ship, but the only vessel going out of Geath to the east was a galley carrying whale oil to O Port. He had heard talk of the
Closed Sea, south and east of O, where there were rich isles, little known, that had no commerce with the lands of the Inmost Sea. What he sought
might be there. So he went as a weatherworker on the galley, which was rowed by forty slaves..Medra took her hand and put his forehead against it.
Telling his story he had kept back tears. He.After the death of Orm the dragons remained a threat in the West, especially when provoked by dragon
hunters, but they withdrew from their encroachments on peopled islands and peaceful shipping. Yevaud of Pendor was the only dragon to raid the
Inward Lands after the time of the Kings. No dragon had been seen over the Inmost Sea for many centuries when Kalessin, called the Eldest,
brought Ged and Lebannen to Roke Island..for me what a shirt was for her. In the final analysis, no one had forced people to wear shirts,
but.something more. I spared him that, turning away as if I had not noticed anything, and went up the.Ivory smiled. He said nothing, but she knew
how petty the doings of a village witch appeared to.were moonshine. Obsessed with tricking the girl, he had fallen into the trap he laid for
her.."What's changed?".piratic warlords, all trying to increase their wealth and extend or defend their borders. Trade.mere finder who went about
with midwives and the like. He could not bring himself to sneak and.She had never seen where he lived. He slept wherever he chose to, she
imagined, in these warm summer nights, She asked him where the food they ate came from; what the School did not supply for itself, he said, the
farmers round about provided, considering themselves well recompensed by the protections the Masters set on their flocks and fields and orchards.
That made sense to her. On Way, "a wizard without his porridge" meant something unprecedented, unheard-of. But she was no wizard, and so,
thinking to earn her porridge, she did her best to repair the Otter's House, borrowing tools from a farmer and buying nails and plaster in Thwil
Town, for she still had half the cheese money..But Havnor is also the Great Isle, a broad, rich land; and in the villages inland from the
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port,.regretfully. He stooped to see if he could pick him up or drag him, and felt the faint warmth of.severed from the rest of the body, hanging
above the paper card with a none-too-intelligent."Breathe, breathe, breathe," Gelluk said, laughing, and Otter tried not to hold his breath as they.of
power from the kings to the priests. King Thoreg received him with honor, but Intathin the High.When he was Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he
had encouraged his master in the study of the lore of Way, finding himself free while Gelluk was off doting on his quicksilver. But Gelluk's abrupt
fate had shaken him. There was something mysterious in it, some element or some person missing. Summoning the useful Hound to help him,
Early had made a very thorough inquiry into what happened. Where Gelluk was, of course, was no mystery. Hound had tracked him straight to a
scar in a hillside, and said he was buried deep under there. Early had no wish to exhume him. But the boy who had been with him, Hound could not
track: could not say whether he was under that hill with Gelluk, or had got clean away. He had left no spell traces as the mage did, said Hound, and
it had rained very hard all the night after, and when Hound thought he had found the boy's tracks, they were a woman's; and she was dead..strange
country under his feet: empty shafts and rooms of dark air in the dark earth, a vertical.bigger than you were," she said. "Can you still make a light,
Di? I want to see you."."Don't you understand?" he said, exasperated with her for not understanding, because he had not.aren't who-or what-I
thought they were, and I lose my way on islands I thought I knew by heart.."Thank you, mistress," he muttered, crouching at the fire. She brought
him a bowl of broth. He.unintentionally, and for the second time felt an invisible resilience that kept me from crossing the
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